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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the Winter CRF Newsletter.
We hope that your holidays were filled
with joy. CRF has been very busy in the
last half of the year. We received twen-
ty requests on behalf of nineteen collies,
several involving serious and urgent med-
ical needs. Thanks to the generosity of our
members and donors, CRF was able to
provide meaningful support in every case.
Unfortunately, as many rescues across
the country are seeing higher levels of in-
take, the need to provide help to collies in
need is only expected to increase in the
coming year.

The Lucas Memorial Fund, established
by the Hams, has designated funds set
aside for spay and neuter services. This
fund has helped many collie rescues with
these expenses during the past year. The
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Hams generously continued the fund
again, ensuring that CRF can continue
offering spay/neuter reimbursements to
rescues throughout the coming year.

In addition, your donations allowed CRF
to award small grants to several rescues,
helping them continue their lifesaving
work.

Thank you for your ongoing support.
Wishing you and all collies a healthy and
happy 2026.

Robert Corry - CRF President

“All Collies Belong to You and Me!”
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On September 5, 2025, the Collie Rescue Foundation
celebrated its 20th anniversary. Incorporated as a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization in September 2005, the Foundation
was established in response to several severe hoarding
cases in the early 2000s. The most significant of these was
the Montana Collies Incident, where over 170 collies in poor
condition were rescued while crossing the Canadian border
into Montana.

Over the past two decades, the Foundation has man-
aged numerous large-scale rescues. The most challeng-
ing was the 2022 Sherrard, lllinois rescue, where more
than 200 collies were saved from a hoarder who was later
convicted of multiple counts of animal cruelty and prohibited
from owning animals. Such situations require a coordinated
effort from volunteers and rescue organizations to provide
care, food, and foster homes, ensuring the rehabilitation
and well-being of the rescued dogs.

The Collie Rescue Foundation’s primary mission is to
provide financial assistance to collies in rescue organiza-
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could to give them a wonderful life.
Her dedication to them was
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she showed to all she
cared about.

Cassandra Hopkins
Noah

Joyce Janda
Dakota

tions, especially those needing medical care beyond routine
treatment. The Foundation also supports rescues facing
large intakes of collies that require basic care and vacci-
nations, where the sheer number of dogs creates funding
challenges.

Thanks to generous support, the Foundation has awarded
a total of $57,500 in grants to Rescues, helping cover ad-
ministrative costs such as dog food, fencing, transportation,
and insurance. In 2024, the Ham/Lucas Memorial Fund
was established and has since reimbursed over $38,000
for spay and neuter procedures—one of the major expens-
es for rescues.

The Collie Rescue Foundation extends heartfelt thanks to
everyone who has helped fulfill its motto:

“All Collies Belong to You and Me!”

Sharon Jachem
Stephanie Wassel
Cathie Vellucci
Collie Rescue League of New En-
gland/NewYork
Kelly Parker
Phillip Pilgram



NORTHEAST OHIO COLLIE RESCUE: CALI’S JOURNEY

A professional dog trainer noticed a young Collie puppy
limping in a class she was instructing. With concern for the
puppy, the trainer reached out to one of the Northeast Ohio
Collie Rescue board members to discuss the situation at
hand. After the trainer and our board member discussed
the puppy, the trainer recommended that the puppy go to a
veterinarian for an examination. The diagnosis provided by
the vet was devastating - the ball of the hip was nowhere
near the socket—the joint had never formed correctly.

The trainer discussed possible medical options, but when
the cost of care became overwhelming, NorthEast Ohio
Collie Rescue (NEOCR) was recommended. Soon after,
Cali’s owner reached out to us for help.

One of our board members visited the home to assess the
situation. The owner’s brother was present and supported
the difficult decision that lay ahead. The puppy was still very
young, and the retired owner had grown deeply attached to
her. With everyone focused on giving Cali the best possible
chance of a healthy life, our board provided a list of organi-
zations that might be able to help and suggested starting a
GoFundMe. Our board member followed up multiple times,
offering guidance, resources, and support.

Despite everyone’s best efforts, private fundraising proved
challenging and unsuccessful. Ultimately, the owner made
the most selfless decision of all—surrendering the puppy

We invite you to become a member!
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Totally crazy over Rescue $1000

Send payment to:
Karen Heuer
1835 8th St, Hempstead, TX 77445

to NEOCR, knowing it was the best path forward for her
future.

What followed was extensive research and consultation
with a half dozen specialists, including veterinarians at
Ohio State University and Purdue University. Taking both
medical needs and financial realities into account, Purdue
was determined to be the best option for treatment. One
of our board members transported Cali to Indiana, where
another NEOCR board member met them to continue the
next step of this young collie’s journey.

When Cali came to her Indiana foster home in July, her
sweetness was undeniable—but so was her pain. Born with
severe hip abnormalities, Cali had never known a single
pain-free day.

She originally underwent a Total Hip Replacement, but
during surgery it was discovered that her muscles had
severely atrophied. Because of this, the surgeon was
forced to remove three inches of her femur to place the
implant. Cali was left with a permanent plate in the middle
of her femur, and while the surgeon was cautiously optimis-
tic, they acknowledged this was one of the most complex
and difficult cases they had ever encountered.

Unfortunately, due to the poor quality of her hips, the
surgery failed just three weeks later. Cali then required

Collie Rescue Foundation is a 501(c)3 corporation.
Membership is tax deductible.
- US Funds -
Check/Money Order/Online at CRF - Support Us!

We LOVE our Affiliates! CRF Affiliates are found in
almost every US State. Affiliates network, support,
and help each other.

If you would like to see your local collie rescue featured in
our national newsletter, let me know!
mistygab@hotmail.com
Thanks for supporting Collie Rescue!

-Editor
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a Femoral Head Ostectomy (FHO) on her left hip. Her
recovery was incredibly challenging and further complicated
by an infection that required her surgical site to be flushed
at Purdue, along with a course of stronger antibiotics to help
her heal.

Through it all, Cali never lost her gentle spirit - she simply
lived every day hurting.

Once the pain in her left hip was resolved, something
remarkable happened. Cali became more engaged, more
curious, and more present in the world around her. After
careful veterinary consultation, it was decided that a second
Total Hip Replacement was not in her best interest. Instead,
another FHO—this time on her right hip—offered the best
chance for a pain-free life.

Her recovery from this final surgery has been nothing short
of amazing. Healing came more easily, progress was faster,
and most importantly, her quality of life improved dramat-
ically. The pain she had carried her entire life was finally
gone.

Even while still on crate rest, Cali’s excitement shines during
her leash walks. She wants to play, explore, and experience
all the things she missed out on before. The sweetness in
her eyes is still there—but now it's paired with comfort, joy,
and the freedom to truly enjoy “dog life.”

Thanks to NEOCR, Cali is discovering what a pain-free
world feels like—and she’s loving every moment of it. Soon
she will be available for adoption from NorthEast Ohio
Collie Rescue. Interested persons should apply for possible
adoption at www.neocr.org/adoption-process




August 2025 marks three years since the rescue of almost
200 collies from Karen Plambeck’s property in Sherrard IL.

For the local officials, volunteers and collie rescues who
participated in the seizure, it was heartbreaking to see the
horrific conditions they were forced to endure. Their over-
crowded kennels and runs were packed with feces, there
was no food or clean water present, and the horrific smell
was overpowering. The situation was made even worse
because of their lack of socialization which meant that the
majority of them couldn’t be led on a leash and needed to
be carried out.

All of the dogs were filthy and emaciated with a host of
medical issues that required treatment. Once removed to
the county facility, the lengthy process of examining each
dog and identifying their needs began. A group of puppies,
naked from mange, were immediately sent to a veterinary
clinic and one sweet girl had to be humanely euthanized
due to her extreme maggot infestation. The rough coated
collies were horribly matted, many with sores and maggots
under the mats, and volunteer groomers did their best to
make them comfortable. Veterinarians administered vac-
cinations, heartworm tests and set up treatment plans for
each dog, including medications for eye issues, wounds,
parasites and dehydration.

As you can imagine, even with so many people
volunteering their time and efforts, all of this initial care was
extremely expensive and, of course it didn’t stop there.
Collie rescues from around the country stepped up to bring
dogsintotheir programs and once settled into their care many
required continued treatment and all needed to be spayed or

neutered. None of this would have been possible with-
out the support of individual donors and especially the
generous donations that the Collie Rescue Foundation
provided for each of the groups involved.

As awful as the seizure was for the people involved, for
the collies themselves it was the beginning of a new and
wonderful life. Each of them has found wonderful families
who showed them, with kindness and infinite patience, how
their lives should have been from the very beginning. For
the collies it is a whole new world - a safe place with comfy
sofas, full food bowls, fresh, clean water and unlimited love.

Thank you all for your help in making their lives better.

Sarah Rebernick
Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue




My Mom and Dad have always loved collies. They've shared
their lives with several of us over the years, and we're their
favorite kind of dog. On February 29, 2024, they filled out
an application with Collie Rescue of the Carolinas, hoping
to add another collie to their family.

On May 2, 2025, they saw me and my story on CRC'’s Face-
book page. They quickly put in an application for me, think-
ing | might be the perfect friend for Scout. They contacted
Jean and made plans to travel all the way from Pennsyl-
vania to North Carolina on May 5th just to meet me. Scout
came too, and we played together in the yard. | guess we
passed the friendship test, because that day it was decided
| would officially become part of the Parker family!

Once | was home, | worked hard at my most important
job—helping Scout overcome his fears. | love to play, run in
our yard, and meet new people, and Scout started to gain
confidence right along with me. Everything was going great

until | went to the vet for a routine checkup and learned that
| was heartworm positive. | started treatment and had to be
a very good boy and keep my activity restricted, which was
not easy for a playful collie like me.

| was doing okay until August, when | suddenly didn’t want
to drink water. Mom got worried and called our vet, who
thought it might be a reaction to my heartworm medication.
As long as | kept eating my kibble soaked in water, they
said | should be okay. A few days later, though, my right eye
started to swell, and | didn't really want to close my mouth
all the way. Of course, this all happened on a Sunday when
our vet was closed.

That night at 8 p.m., off we went to the emergency vet in
Hershey, PA. They examined me but determined | needed
care they couldn’t provide. By then it was almost midnight.
They located the only emergency hospital that could see
me with both an ophthalmologist and an internist on staff—
BluePearl Animal Hospital in Langhorne, PA. It was a 27-
hour drive, but even though everyone was exhausted, there
was never any question about going. So off we went again.
At BluePearl, they discovered that my eye wasn'’t actually
the problem. | had an abscess caused by chewing on a
stick or something sharp that poked a hole in the corner of
my mouth. The swelling had become so severe that it start-
ed pushing my eye out of its socket! They took excellent
care of me, drained the abscess, and started me on strong
antibiotics. Even though | was really sick, they said | still
tried to wag my tail for them.

| stayed in the hospital for a few days before | was
finally able to come home, where | continued antibiotics




and warm compresses. During all of this, my Mom stayed
in close contact with Jean from Collie Rescue of the Caro-
linas to keep her updated on how | was doing. My hospital
bill ended up being huge. That's when the Collie Rescue
Foundation stepped in, helping with my medical expenses
and offering moral support to everyone involved.

Fast forward to January of this year, and I'm happy to say
I'm doing great! My bloodwork from last week shows that |
am now heartworm negative, and I'm back to enjoying life—
playing with my big brother Scout and keeping my family
entertained. Mom says | might need to go on a diet and cut
back on snacks, though. | started my rescue journey at 47
pounds and somehow made it up to 68 pounds after all my
medical treatments... oops!

| want to thank everyone at the CRF and CRC for helping
me become a happy, healthy, active pup again. | appreciate
you all more than | can say, and | know my family does too.

I'm even signed up for pet insurance now—though I'm hop-
ing | won’t need to use it for any emergencies!

Love and kisses to all of you!

MINNESOTA WISCONSIN COLLIE RESCUE: RAIFE

Meet Raife, a stunning blue merle collie whose journey from
neglect to recovery is nothing short of remarkable. He was
rescued from the Sherrard seizure in heartbreaking condi-
tion—emaciated, filthy, and barely recognizable. His coat
was dull and matted, and he bore the heavy toll of long-
term neglect, both physically and emotionally. But with time,
patience, and love, Raife blossomed into the gentle, joyful
soul he was always meant to be. His transformation stands
as a powerful reminder of the impact rescue can have—and
how healing begins with hope.



HEARTWORM DISEASE: A PREVENTABLE THREAT TO OUR BREED

One of the most common medical challenges faced by dog rescues across the United States is heart-
worm disease, a serious, yet entirely preventable condition. Heartworm disease remains one of the
most preventable threats to canine health. In the past year, the Collie Rescue Foundation helped cover
the cost of heartworm treatment for multiple dogs in rescues across the country. Each of these dogs
deserved a healthier start, and their stories remind us how important prevention and education are for
the wellbeing of our breed.

Heartworm disease is caused by the parasite Dirofilaria immitis, which is transmitted through the bite of
an infected mosquito. After entering the dog’s bloodstream, microscopic larvae migrate and mature into
long, thread-like worms that live in the heart, lungs, and nearby blood vessels.

Any dog can be bitten by a mosquito—indoors or outdoors, in any region. That's why year-round preven-
tion is strongly recommended.

Heartworms don’t simply “live” in the heart; they interfere with its ability to function. Even a mild infection
can cause lasting damage. More advanced infections may lead to heart failure, severe respiratory dis-
tress, collapse, or even death.

How Heartworms Damage the Heart and Lungs

As heartworms grow and multiply, they occupy space within the heart and major blood vessels. Over
time, this can lead to:

~ Reduced blood flow, forcing the heart to work harder

~ Inflammation in the lungs, causing coughing and reduced stamina

~ Strain on the right side of the heart, which may progress to heart failure

~ Organ damage—especially to the liver and kidneys—when circulation becomes compromised

Treatment exists, but it is lengthy, costly, and physically demanding for the dog. Over the past year, the
Collie Rescue Foundation provided more than $5,400 in heartworm-treatment assistance to rescues in
Maryland, North Carolina, Texas, and lllinois. Dogs like Finn, Atty, Duke, Red, Reba, and Rio received
lifesaving care because of this support. Still, prevention is far safer, easier, and more comfortable for the
dog than treatment.




EASY HOMEMADE DOG TREATS

https://itdoesnttastelikechicken.com/easy-homemade-dog-treats/

Easy Homemade Dog Treats are made with just 3 ingredients!
All it takes is banana, peanut butter, and oats and you can make
these cute cookies for your pup, or for a doggy friend of yours.
Not only are these easy to make, but they are so much more af-
DOG —].R E ATS l fordable than store-bought treats and dogs LOVE them!
.

BANANA *+ PEANUT BUTTER * OATS Ingredients needed:
To make these dog treats for your favorite pet, all you need are

these three ingredients- peanut butter, banana, and oats!

Peanut Butter: make sure that the peanut butter you use is natu-
ral peanut butter. The only ingredient should be peanuts. Do not
use processed peanut butter that contains added oils, sugars, and
salt. That stuff is basically frosting and is bad for our pups. Peanut
butter is a great source of protein and healthy fats for our dogs as
well as vitamins B and E, and niacin.

Banana: this is the perfect recipe to use up those bananas that are
getting a bit old. Bananas have potassium, vitamin C, vitamin B6,
fiber, and magnesium which are all healthy nutrients for dogs.

Oats: you can use whole oats, 1- minute oats, or instant oats, as
long as there aren’t any added sugars or other ingredients. In this
recipe, I grind the oats into a powder to make homemade oat
flour. If you have a food processor or blender, this takes just a few
seconds to do and is usually more affordable than buying pre-
made oat flour. I also always have oats on hand so it’s nice that I
don’'t have to go out to get anything special. Oats are very healthy
for our pooches as they are high in fiber, contain vitamin B, and
omega-6 fatty acid among other good nutrients.

How to make dog treats:

Preheat your oven to 300F (150C). Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.

1. Add the oats to a food processor and grind until they reach a fine powder. (If you do not have a food processor, see the
recipe notes for other options).

2. Add the bananas and peanut butter and blend until a sticky dough is formed.

3. Remove the mixture from the food processor and use a rolling pin to roll out on a lightly floured surface. (Use whole
wheat flour, more ground oats, or another dog-safe flour that you have on hand). I used a heart cookie cutter to cut out the
treats but you could use a bone cookie cutter, or any shape cookie cutter, or just cut them into squares with a knife or pizza
cutter.

4. Lay the treats on the prepared baking sheet and bake for 25 to 30 minutes, until the treats are puffed up a bit, dry and dark
golden brown on the bottoms, (they will still feel soft when first removed from the oven).

These homemade dog biscuits will get a bit more firm once they are cool but will still be a slightly softer dog treat. Let cool
before giving one to your pup.
- Store them in an air-tight container at room temperature for up to 1 week, in the fridge for up to 2 weeks, or I like to store
them in my freezer which makes them firmer and makes them stay fresh a long time.



