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I have assumed the duty of the President of the Collie Rescue Foundation fol-

lowing recent elections. We say good-by to Vickie VonSeggern and thank her 

for her many years of service to CRF. Amy Johnson-Carney has succeeded me 

as Vice President.

In 2025 the CRF Board looks forward to continuing our assistance to Rescue 

and Collies in need. CRF assistance to rescues helps insure they are able to 

help in the event of a large-scale Collie rescue, such as occurred a few years 

ago, and the unfortunate stream of Collies in need. We still have limited fund-

ing available to help rescues with spay/neutering graciously donated by Mela-

nie and Marty Ham. CRF is able to provide a small grant to Affi liates through 

5/14/25. Thank you to our members and donors that make this work possible.

ALL COLLIES BELONG TO YOU AND ME. 

Robert Corry - CRF President
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CHF MEMORIALS

MaryLou Baker and Harry Watson
In memory of sweet Raleigh. Forever loyal and loving. Always in our hearts.

Sally and Toya Bolton
In memory of Carolyn Edgmon

Terry Hajek
In loving memory of Teresa Habra. Breeder, handler and lover of all dogs.

Karl and Pam Plitt
Tribute to “Buddy” saved from a blinding gunshot wound. 

Donna Walle 
In tribute to all Collies everywhere 

Lisa Briesemeister
Ryan, my rescue 

Marissa Cook Hurst
Lady and Sabrina

Tammi Halapin
In memory of our four Collies that have crossed over the Rainbow Bridge...Sapphire, Jetta, Journey, and Jovi

Joelle Hargraves 
Sea Jay

Pam Hasker
Danny and Grego

Cassandra Hopkins
Dakota 

Carol Lightcap
Fluffy, Prince, Sam, Nipper, Bear, Bleu, and Jesse

Nan Marks
Your work

Carolyn Wooten
Sheldon 

Cathy McKervey
Zephyr 

Pamela Powers January 
In memory of my beloved Collie Elton aka Ch. Fantasy’s Out of the Blue, 

who had been rescued from a hoarding situation in 2005. He was a truly magnifi cent Collie, both inside and out!

Linda Tinsley
My beloved rough Collie Kaylee

Keith Vermilyea
Joey, Blanca, Aggie, and the one and only Spencer

Karen Walter
Our sweet rescued Collie Millie. She came to us as a severely abused dog and left us trusting us and 

knowing she was loved deeply. We lost her December 16, 2024 and miss her terribly. 

Loretta Batz
In memorial of Joyce Beddow and Judy Porter 
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The Story of Penn, My Heart Dog
By Loreen N. Olson

Have you ever said “yes” to a request before really thinking it through?  I trust 
many of you have.  Such was the case for me in late March of 2022.  I had been a 
volunteer for the Collie Rescue of the Carolinas (CRC, www.col-
lierescue.net) since 2020.  My usual duties included poop scoop-
ing and helping our director, Jean Smith, with grooming, vet-
ting, and other miscellaneous tasks with the dogs and rescue 
property.   I also did vet calls to ascertain the potential adopter’s care of current 
and/or past pets.  However, all that was about to change.  One day a tri female 
came in, and we quickly learned that she was pregnant.  A sonogram showed 
approximately 7 puppies (it was hard to tell exactly because of how big 
they were), and they were due soon.  Jean asked me, “do you want to help 
whelp the puppies?”  I quickly answered “sure” and gulped later.  I had never 
“birthed no babies!!” I thought to myself.  But, hey, I’ll fi gure it out.
 
I am an academic and researcher by profession so set about studying all that 

I could in preparation for the birth and 
the post-delivery care of momma and the pups.  With this new knowledge 
and the essential guidance of Jean and another experienced collie whelper, 
I assumed my new duties with precision, including a detailed delivery plan 
and 8-week post-birth care Excel fi le.  
 
In the early morning of April 8th, 2022, the fi rst puppy arrived at 12:45.  Four 
hours later, momma Lucy had her 7th and fi nal puppy.  The four girls and three 
boys were all healthy and a very beautiful mixture of tri’s and blues.  Given the 
fact that I am a college professor and March Madness had just ended, I named 
them all after universities (in birth order): ‘Nova, Clemson, Virginia, Duke, 
Carolina, Georgia, and Penn.  Not only was Penn the last puppy to be born, 
but he was also the smallest, weighing in at 8 ounces at birth.  His weight gain 
remained slow as did two of his sisters, so I tube fed for the fi rst few days 
to supplement mom’s nursing.  Yeah, me, tube feeding puppies!??  Another 
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one of those, oh dear, wasn’t prepared for that!  But, again, with research and the 
guidance of my go-to experts, I learned to do it with relative ease.  
 
The puppies’ eyes began to open, and they started to take their fi rst steps. Around 
this time, I noticed that something wasn’t quite right with Penn.  His balance was a 
little off compared to the other puppies, and he would put his nose in the air as if 
to “see”.  At 5 weeks, he was offi cially diagnosed by a canine ophthalmologist with 
severe collie eye anomaly (CEA).  He had no eyes, just a small amount of eye tis-
sue.  As a result, he was completely blind.  Jean wrote on his adoption page for the 
CRC, “When mom gave birth to us, I was the last puppy out.  I guess she was all 
out of eyes, because I didn’t get any, so she gave me an extra dose of sweetness…
Now don’t feel sorry for me.  I’m a collie and very capable of learning housetrain-
ing, leash walking, and basic commands.  I will be able to do anything the others 
do, and once I learn my way around, you would never know I am blind.”  No 
more prophetic words have been said.
 
To help him acclimate while still with the litter, I put bells on my shoes and momma’s collar so he would al-
ways know where we were.  Similarly, I bought kitty collars with bells for the puppies.  I used a squeaky toy 
to get him going in the right direction when asking him to come.  He moved in concentric circles in the yard 
and the house to slowly map his territory.  He was already showing signs of collie smarts and resilience.  As 
the next couple of weeks went by, he began to form a close bond with our grown collie, Rosa, who eventually 
became his seeing-eye dog.  Our family also fell in love with him.  Without planning on adopting any of the 
puppies, we put in a call to Jean to see if she would allow us to adopt him.  The moment she said “yes” was 
one of the best days in our family’s life.
 
So began the journey of educating ourselves about how to care for a blind dog.  I consumed many online 
sources, joined Facebook groups, and read several books.  While this information provided invaluable insight 
into how to care for a blind dog, it also always reminded readers that he was “a dog fi rst and blind second.”  
I have learned to follow this philosophy.  Of course, he could learn to go up and down steps.  It’s just that his 
training had to be a little different and slower than other pups his age, but he still learned how to do them with 
ease.  I realized that I had to adjust my my language and used the word “down” for the steps and “lay” for 
laying down.  He quickly discerned between the two.  Yes, I had to be mindful that we had a pond in the back-
yard, but also allow him to learn how to navigate around it while under constant supervision.  To this day, it 
amazes us how he can move between the plants, around the rocks, and alongside the edges without falling in.  

Some of his favorite places to relax are around the pond. Since 
his very early days, he would lie underneath my chair by the 
pond.  It continues to be our happy place—a meditative space 
we share together.  He no longer fi ts under my chair, but being 
right beside it is just as good.  Dog fi rst, blind second.
 
If we move the furniture around, it takes all of us a bit of time to 
learn the new layout.  So it is with Penn; it just may take a few 
seconds longer than those with sight.  His echolocation abilities 
and intelligence allow him to relearn the new layout with amaz-
ing quickness.  We also need to remember to close a closet or 
pantry door so he will not run into it.  A good habit, regardless 
of having a blind dog in the house.  Rosa, his girl, has had to learn 
to play differently with him.  She loves to be chased or chase 
(she is a collie, after all), but Penn quickly loses her scent.  He has 
learned to stay in the same place until she circles around again.  
Alternatively, he’s always in for a good wrestle.  When we go 
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on walks, he follows Rosa but needs to be told “step” when coming to a curb or 
“careful” if nearing a fi re hydrant (aka poddy post), so he doesn’t run into it nose 
fi rst.  As we hike on the trail and encounter roots, “easy”, “careful”, and “slow” 
are words we’ve learned to use and to which he responds.  We have developed 
a trusting relationship that is invaluable to his learning.  Even when he found the 
toilet paper in a bathroom and had a grand time shredding it, I was reminded that 
his puppy precociousness reinforced the dog fi rst, blind second philosophy.
 
Penn and I have completed puppy training and scent work classes with the local 
dog training organization.  We’ve had awesome instructors who helped us adjust 
some of the approaches, but completed the training, nonetheless.  Dog fi rst, blind 
second.
 
Today, Penn is 63 pounds of gorgeousness.  He has grown into a very healthy, tall 
boy with a shiny coat like his momma Lucy’s.   One would never think he had been 
the runt of the litter.  I like to think that he’s similar to Clifford the Big Red Dog.  

He grew and grew because of all the love he has received.  He’s been extremely healthy, although at 8 months 
old, he had a double enucleation to remove the eye tissue and sew the lids shut to prevent any infections. The 
CRC generously helped pay for the cost of this procedure.  He’s also had ongoing skin allergies.  With testing, 
we’ve learned that it is environmental and not autoimmune.  Thank goodness.  Over-the-counter allergy med-
icine and prescription wipes help any breakout.  I’m happy to say that it’s been a year since he’s had a major 
outbreak, so we’re hoping he may be growing out of the sensitivities.
 
On April 8th of 2025, Penn (and the college pups) turned 3 years old.  His 
sensitive soul serves him well in the blind world he has to navigate.  His 
hearing and nose keep him completely aware of his surroundings.  He 
knows instantly when a stranger has been in the house or if a guest 
pulls up in the driveway.  Rosa is still his girl, and foster puppies renew 
his spirit.  Since he was born, we had fostered fi ve other puppies, un-
til recently.  In April, I again volunteered to care for a litter.  So, the 
puppy total is now up to nine.  I am including here one particular pic-
ture that captures three generations of rescue lives (Penn, new mom-
ma Sassy, and her tri pup, Picasso).  I fi nd it especially poignant and 
demonstrative of the work that our rescues do, and the Collie Rescue 
Foundation helps support.
 
Penn is my heart and has taught me how to live life “just as you are.”  And, just as you are, is more than good 
enough.  On his birthday, he got to spend the day doing what he loves, playing with Rosa, taking a nap with 
momma Sassy, eating ice cream, and, best of all, being Uncle Penn, to his new puppies.  Life does not get 
better than that.  
 
Dog fi rst, blind second, forever in my heart!



TRI STATE COLLIE RESCUE - THE STORY OF CADEN

Caden is one of those Collies that defi nes the meaning of rescue. His journey began when he was taken in by 
a well-meaning friend of his original owner. He was diagnosed with a severe case of generalized demodectic 
mange that, despite best efforts, she was understandably unable to manage. She knew that TriState Collie Res-
cue as a reputable rescue would be able to give Caden the much-needed medical attention to get him through 
his terrible condition.

 He came to Tri State very thin and with an extreme case that we knew was going to be a challenge. Our des-
ignated placement foster just so happens to be a professional groomer so along with all the necessary medica-
tions, trips to our partner veterinarian, Caden was able to easily get every other day medicated baths. His skin 
slowly but surely began to improve. Proper nutrition with Caden getting fed small meals throughout the day 
for his refeeding contributed to his overall well-being. And of course, the love of not only his foster Mom but 
the outpouring of support from our many Tri State Rescue followers on social media who watched his journey.

 It was truly heartwarming to see the support, thankfully free of judgement towards anyone in his past, with folks 
cheering for a successful outcome for our Caden. With our marketing efforts, he garnered a lot of interested 
adopters even early on in his treatment. Potential adopters were vetted under our regular strict guidelines in-
cluding extensive interview, photos and vet checks. But one thing we had to consider was any potential adopter 
to be aware of the potential for any lingering medical challenges Caden could face down the road. Also, having 
a canine sibling in his adoption request to fi nally help give him the puppyhood he missed out on to be able to 
romp and play.

We wanted nothing but the best for him and we are happy to report that Caden got everything on his wish list! 
He is living with a very loving family with his Collie brother and having the time of his life. It is success stories like 
Caden’s that make the hard work of rescue all worthwhile!

Last, but certainly not least, the excellent care Caden received was made possible by the generosity of the Collie 
Rescue Foundation. Having the CRF right there with us helping save so many Collies has been key to our success 
these many decades. 



TRI STATE COLLIE RESCUE - THE STORY OF NOAH

Noah’s journey to his new life was 

not an easy one. Noah and another 

Collie, Jet, were found in an aban-

doned house in Arkansas by Animal 

Control Offi cers. One of our amaz-

ing volunteers who is always on the 

lookout for Collies in the southern 

states we cover, was notifi ed of 

them and we immediately starting 

working out logistics to get them 

both to safety. First stop was the 

vet’s offi ce for thorough checkups 

and bloodwork as we see so many 

heartworm cases come from this 

area. Fortunately, neither Noah or 

Jet were positive for this devastat-

ing disease. Noah did however have 

a serious infection that required 

emergency medical intervention. He was neutered prior to arriving into our care but clearly the medical care 

he received was not ideal. He began bleeding shortly after arriving at his foster home. Once it was determined 

how serious it was and consulting with our partner vet, Noah’s foster mom rushed him to the animal ER where 

he was treated and released with several medications for pain and infection. He responded well and was able to 

fi nd his new loving home where he is fi nally living the life he deserves. 

Here is a quote from his Adopter:

“Noah is just the sweetest boy. He gets along spectacularly with Tommy and Ginger. He loves his walks (don’t 

even try to cheat him out of them!) and his several time-a-week trip to play (involves running, ball playing, bark-

ing, and all-around canine shenanigans) with his siblings and his two cousins in their half-acre fenced in backyard. 

And I can’t tell you the number of people who stop me to tell me how beautiful he is. We can’t imagine our life 

without him. He brings us so much love and joy.”

The happy tail of Noah could not have been made possible without the generosity of the Collie Rescue Founda-

tion. We are so grateful that we as a rescue can go above and beyond the care that is needed to help get these 

wonderful and deserving Collies a better life.

We wish to announce that we have become an Affi liate of the 
Collie Rescue Foundation (CRF) as of May 9, 2025. The 501c3 national rescue 

organization was created following the Shelby, Montana hoarding situation 
of 171 collies in 2002. The Collie Club of America (CCA) initiated the creation of CRF to

facilitate future responses to similar situations. In fact, CRLNE&NY 
received fi nancial support from CRF (in addition to other sources) when we 

rescued the NY19 collies in Canton, NY in 2020.  
We are proud to become an affi liate of this worthy organization.

FROM COLLIE RESCUE LEAGUE OF NEW ENGLAND


