
Lynn Koenen
In memory of Carolyn Edgmon

North Texas Collie Club
(Marilyn Harris)

In memory of Carolyn Edgmon

Terry Hajek
“In loving memory of Teresa 

Habra. Breeder, handler and lover 
of all dogs.”

Kate Kilmurray
“In memory and with gratitude 
for Carolyn Edgmon, the Collie 
Lady of DFW Collie Rescue, for 

her years of friendship and the joy 
and love she brought to our family 
through the Collies she entrusted 

us with.”

Sally & Toya Bolton
In memory of Carolyn Edgmon

Debbie Anderson
In memory of Carolyn Edgmon
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As we close the year of 2024 , we all look forward to 2025 and hope to see less collies 

in need of rescue. Rescue numbers have gone up dramatically in the last couple of 

years and unfortunately less volunteers available have also added more stress along 

with higher costs in keeping dogs on all levels. Fortunately CRF has still been able 

to assist with funding requests as well as provide  small grant amounts to help our 

affi  liates. In addition we recently were given a very generous donation to help cover 

spay/neuter costs for our rescues.  " is very generous donation was made by Melanie 

& Marty Ham , in memory of their two rescue collies. CRF deeply appreciated this 

wonderful gi#  & many of our affi  liates have already applied for this funding. We are 

so happy to be able to do this, but all the thanks goes to Melanie and Marty Ham. 

" eir love for the collie breed is boundless & allows CRF to help the affi  liates even 

more so. We have a couple of pics of the Ham’s wonderful collies. 

" is will be my last year as CRF President which I have held now for the last few 

years. It is time for someone else to take the helm while I tend to other things. I have 

been happy to serve CRF in various capacities for many years now. I wish all contin-

ued success in all you do.  

Sincere thanks to our many donors. Without them we could not do this. 

Vickie VonSeggern - CRF President
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� ey say a picture paints a thousand words and that could not be 

truer than this photo of Gidget, now Willow. Without the fi nancial 

assistance from Collie Rescue Foundation, Willow would likely 

not have lived to celebrate her 1st birthday. Here Willow and her 

“brother” Tebow are celebrating! She just glows with health and 

vitality, thanks to your organization’s generosity. It took Willow a 

little bit to warm up to Tebow but now they are joined at the hip. 

Her new family just adores her!

TRI-STATE COLLIE RESCUE - GIDGET (NOW WILLOW) FOLLOW UP

Amy Johnson-Carney

NEW MEMBER

MEMBERSHIP

We invite you to become a member!

Membership
Single Collie $25

Pair of Collies Family $40

Serious Supporter $100

Wild about Rescue $500

Totally crazy over Rescue $1000

Send payment to:

Karen Heuer, 1835 8th St.

Hempstead, TX 77445

Collie Rescue Foundation is a 501(c)3 corporation. 

Membership is tax deductible. 

- US Funds - 

Check/Money Order/Online at CRF - Support Us! 

We LOVE our Affi  liates! CRF Affi  liates are found in 

almost every US State. Affi  liates network, support, 

and help each other. 

If you would like to see your local collie rescue featured in 

our national newsletter, let me know!

mistygab@hotmail.com

� anks for supporting Collie Rescue! 

-Editor



Today, Sam and Waylon are two happy sables.

Banished to a shelter in Western Kentucky where they picked up an o� en fatal disease, 

they are roaring back to health on a 50-acre Ohio farm, that has horses, a creek and trails 

to walk with the couple who adopted and adore them.  Probably brothers, certainly a 

bonded pair, they are together again a� er an ordeal that could have separated them for-

ever.

� ree organizations and a lot of good people helped make this happen, including folks at 

a veterinary hospital in Columbus, the Almost Home Dog Rescue of Ohio and the Collie 

Rescue Foundation.

Sam and Waylon’s story began on another farm hundreds of miles away in Christian 

County, Kentucky. � eir owners turned them in to the local shelter, explaining Waylon 

and Sam had become chicken-killers. 

Almost Home, which watches for Collies and Shelties in trouble throughout the Midwest, 

learned of their plight and quickly  began setting up a plan to get them out of the shelter 

and into a foster home. 

A transport chain of four volunteers — what AHDRO calls “Freedom Drivers” — brought 

the two Collies to the VCA Sawmill Animal Hospital in Columbus, where AHDRO’s res-

cued dogs are checked over in preparation for fostering.

Noreen Bennett, a frequent transport volunteer, had Sam and Waylon for the last two hours of their 375-mile journey. 

“Waylon slept most of the way, and I just thought, they were exhausted from those travels,” Bennett recalled.  “So I didn’t think anything of 

it. And Sam, he actually was up in-between the seats of my van with his head on my shoulder most of the time. He just lay his head on my 

shoulder and would paw me if I stopped petting his head. He was the sweetest dog.”

But unbeknownst to Almost Home, a distemper outbreak had been racing through the shelter in Kentucky.

“� is is why any day a dog spends in a shelter is one too many,” said Cheryl Rakich, AHDRO’s founder/president. “� is is why when we put 

the plea out for fosters, it’s so important that people respond (quickly) and step up.”

Almost Home Dog Rescue of Ohio took Waylon and Sam to VCA Sawmill, where they were placed on observation.

Sarah Rudell, the hospital’s patient-care supervisor,  remembers the two collies well.

‘I was here the day they came in here,” she said. “� ey were very friendly, right off  the bat.  You could tell they had probably lived outdoors 

—their coats were in rough shape and they were dirty.

“But they were really sweet boys. nothing seemed off  with them at all — they both seemed healthy and happy.” � e staff  fed them and played 

with them as AHDRO looked for a foster family.

ALMOST HOME DOG RESCUE OF OHIO - SAM & WAYLON



Within a couple of days, though, the staff  learned about the distemper outbreak back in 

Kentucky, and playtime was over.

“We had just moved them back to the general rescue dog area,” Rudell recalled. “An hour 

later, we got a call, and we immediately moved them to the isolation area.”

For the rest of their stay at VCA Sawmill, Waylon and Sam were visited and treated  by 

staff ers wearing protective gear, to prevent spreading their illness to the hospital’s other 

patients.  (� e Freedom Drivers were warned to decontaminate their vehicles, as well.)

Humans are not endangered by the distemper virus, but it spreads easily among  unvac-

cinated dogs. � ough it initially attacks the respiratory system, it can spread to a dog’s 

gastrointestinal, urologic and nervous systems.  It’s fatal, Rudell said, in 50-80 percent 

of cases.  Veterinarians, who make sure their canine patients receive the very eff ective 

vaccines and boosters, may rarely encounter the disease itself.  Rudell, who has worked 

with animals for 10 years, had never seen distemper’s eff ects before. 

Sam started showing symptoms fi rst. Within a day, he was sneezing and coughing and 

his eyes were red. Soon, Waylon was displaying  illness, as well.

“It starts out almost like a kennel cough situation, but then it progresses,” Rudell said.  

� ey both stopped eating, (((((became))))) very lethargic — just laying there, slightly 

labored breathing. � ey started having a good deal of discharge from their nose.  It was almost like a severe pneumonia.”  � ey weren’t sleep-

ing or  eating well and they were losing weight.

In their battle to survive, Sam and Waylon won Rudell’s heart. “One Saturday night,” she recalled, all Sam wanted was to be held. “I just sat 

with him for an hour or more,  because i was so concerned that I wasn’t going to see him again.” 

Weeks went by, and the veterinarians threw everything they had at making the brothers better — anti-nausea medications, appetite stimu-

lants, a variety of antibiotics.  But Sam and Waylon kept declining.

A� er nearly a month of treatment, the hospital’s co-medical director, Dr. Tod Beckett, called Rakich to tell her Waylon and Sam were losing 

their battles.

“He said, ‘Cheryl, they’re suff ering — you really need to let them go,’” Rakich recalled.  

“I asked him if there was anything else they could try.”

“� ere is one last thing,” Rakich said Beckett told her — a plasma infusion. But, he 

cautioned, “It’s not proven, and it’s expensive.”

Rakich thought of the thousands of dollars the rescue had already put into saving these 

two sweet dogs.  She knew her organization, which has been operating for 20 years, 

would somehow fi nd a way to pay for it all.  But she had no way of knowing that the 

Collie Rescue Foundation, moved by Sam and Waylon’s remarkable story, would re-

spond with a generous grant.

“Let’s do it!” Cheryl told Beckett.

� at was the turning point.  

“Sam started to improve fi rst,” Rudell said.  � en concern focused on Waylon. “But one 

day he woke up, ate his breakfast and started to improve from there,” she said. “It was 

amazing to see.”

CONT: ALMOST HOME DOG RESCUE OF OHIO - SAM & WAYLON 



CONT: ALMOST HOME DOG RESCUE OF OHIO - SAM & WAYLON

Within just a few days, they were ready to go.  But they couldn’t be fostered or adopted 

by anyone who had other dogs.  � ough Sam and Waylon had recovered, they could 

actually still shed the virus for several months.

Last spring, Alan and Corrine McClurg had lost a beloved dog to cancer. Diesel was a 

“Boxador” — a Boxer/Labrador mix who was almost as big as Sam and Waylon com-

bined. 

 � ey felt the loss deeply and had been in contact with AHDRO about adopting another 

dog.  When the organization called to ask if they would be interested in fostering a dog 

that needed to be isolated because he was recovering from distemper, they agreed and 

went to pick up Sam at the hospital.

“He was extremely weak,” Alan recalled. “He had to lean on me.  He couldn’t li�  his leg 

to urinate — he’d lose his balance and fall over.”

At the McClurgs’ near Columbus, it took Sam about two weeks to get his strength back.  

About then,  the couple received another call from AHDRO: the woman who had agreed 

to foster Waylon had to go into the hospital for surgery.  Could the McClurgs take the 

second brother?

“We said, ‘what’s another dog?’ Alan said.

Now the brothers walk the 50-acre farm with Alan, who has a job with Nationwide Insurance that allows him to work from home.  To allow 

Sam and Waylon plenty of outdoor time between those walks, the couple fenced a big play area for them.

� e two collies also spend a lot of time with Corrine at the farm’s boarding stable, which she manages. Waylon is still a little shy around the 

horses, the McClurgs say, but one day recently Sam decided to follow six of the horses out to the pasture.

 “It scared me to death,” Corrine said. But Collies are natural herders, and as Corrine watched, Sam herded all six horses back into their barn.

� e two dogs, the McClurgs have found, have very diff erent personalities. 

“Sam’s quite the watchdog,” Alan said. “� ey don’t bark that much, but they raise the alarm when someone’s here.”  

Waylon, Corrine says with amusement, “is a little thief. He takes slippers. He likes to tear up 

magazines.”

� ey still miss Diesel. But “these boys have helped get me through that,” Corrine said.

Both dogs seem to be doing well.  Sam is being treated for what the vets believe are allergies, but 

he has regained his balance and both of them run and play with abandon.



https://itdoesnttastelikechicken.com/easy-homemade-dog-treats/

Easy Homemade Dog Treats are made with just 3 ingredients! 

All it takes is banana, peanut butter, and oats and you can make 

these cute cookies for your pup, or for a doggy friend of yours. 

Not only are these easy to make, but they are so much more af-

fordable than store-bought treats and dogs LOVE them!

Ingredients needed:
To make these dog treats for your favorite pet, all you need are 

these three ingredients- peanut butter, banana, and oats!

Peanut Butter: make sure that the peanut butter you use is natu-

ral peanut butter. " e only ingredient should be peanuts. Do not 

use processed peanut butter that contains added oils, sugars, and 

salt. " at stuff  is basically frosting and is bad for our pups. Peanut 

butter is a great source of protein and healthy fats for our dogs as 

well as vitamins B and E, and niacin.

Banana: this is the perfect recipe to use up those bananas that are 

getting a bit old. Bananas have potassium, vitamin C, vitamin B6, 

fi ber, and magnesium which are all healthy nutrients for dogs.

Oats: you can use whole oats, 1- minute oats, or instant oats, as 

long as there aren’t any added sugars or other ingredients. In this 

recipe, I grind the oats into a powder to make homemade oat 

fl our. If you have a food processor or blender, this takes just a few 

seconds to do and is usually more aff ordable than buying pre-

made oat fl our. I also always have oats on hand so it’s nice that I 

don’t have to go out to get anything special. Oats are very healthy 

for our pooches as they are high in fi ber, contain vitamin B, and 

omega-6 fatty acid among other good nutrients.

EASY HOMEMADE DOG TREATS

How to make dog treats:

Preheat your oven to 300F (150C). Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.

1. Add the oats to a food processor and grind until they reach a fi ne powder. (If you do not have a food processor, see the 
recipe notes for other options).
2. Add the bananas and peanut butter and blend until a sticky dough is formed.
3. Remove the mixture from the food processor and use a rolling pin to roll out on a lightly fl oured surface. (Use whole 
wheat fl our, more ground oats, or another dog-safe fl our that you have on hand). I used a heart cookie cutter to cut out the 
treats but you could use a bone cookie cutter, or any shape cookie cutter, or just cut them into squares with a knife or pizza 
cutter.
4. Lay the treats on the prepared baking sheet and bake for 25 to 30 minutes, until the treats are puff ed up a bit, dry and dark 
golden brown on the bottoms, (they will still feel so'  when fi rst removed from the oven).

" ese homemade dog biscuits will get a bit more fi rm once they are cool but will still be a slightly so' er dog treat. Let cool 
before giving one to your pup.

Store them in an air-tight container at room temperature for up to 1 week, in the fridge for up to 2 weeks, or I like to store 
them in my freezer which makes them fi rmer and makes them stay fresh a long time.
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ALL COLLIES BELONG TO YOU AND ME 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

October 8, 2024 
 
 

Dear Collie Rescue Foundation Member, 
 
Thank you so much for your support of the Collie Rescue Foundation!  

 
As we kick off our Annual Membership Drive for 2025, our mission remains the 

same; to help rescues to care for every single collie in need throughout the 
country.  Your support is crucial! 
 

This letter is your annual membership renewal reminder that membership 
dues are payable by January 31st, 2025 for the 2025 Membership year.  You 

may renew your membership for 2025 by going to the membership page on our 
website and renewing your membership using the Paypal link. The following 
also gives information if you prefer to mail your renewal.  Please go to the 

following site: 
 
MEMBERSHIP – Collie Rescue Foundation 

 
We truly couldn’t do it without you! 

 
Sincerely, 
 

Karen Heuer 
Collie Rescue Foundation 
Membership 

 
 

CRF Membership 
1835 8th St 

Hempstead, TX 77445 

crfmembership@yahoo.com 
 

Saving just one dog won’t change the world...but, surely, the world will change for that one dog! 


