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So excited to share that our CRF auction tables held at this years national 
specialty in Peoria , IL netted us a little over 9k. Much of this came from sell-
ing valuable items donated to us from the Candi Sapp Sabata estate via her 
daughter Kelli .  We at CRF cannot thank Kelli and family enough for this gen-
erous donation to our cause. Candi was a long time supporter of CRF & she 
also served on our board and as President over the years . When she stepped 
down it was strictly due to illness. Cancer took her away from us. She was a 
very special person and she is now our angel. Thank you ever so much to all 
those who have supported our mission over the years . We could not do this 
without all of you . Each small effort amounts to big things for collies in need. 
The collies all thank you & appreciate your caring. 

Sadly we lost a board member recently when Denice Gray passed away due 
to cancer. Denice was a long time board member and great supporter of CRF. 
She was also a friend of mine for many more years as she  & husband Lonnie 
were well known for their magnifi cent collies in the show ring. One of her 
dogs took a Best in Show all breeds with Denice handling , the thrill of a life-
time. We will all miss her. 

ALL COLLIES BELONG TO YOU AND ME. 
Vickie VonSeggern - CRF President
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HOUSTON COLLIE RESCUE

“Remembering the Tomball Collies – 10 Years Later”
by Vickey Willard of Houston Collie Rescue

For those boots on the ground, it hardly seems like its been10 years since we moved in to seize what would be over 
150 collies. I know for many of us what we witnessed will remain fresh in our memories for ever.

For those not familiar with the Tomball Kmiec Collies this is what transpired for seems to have been a lifetime.

I’ve been working at Houston Collie Rescue since the year 2000. Never could I imagine we’d face our very own Camp 
Collie.  In Started in 2006 when we received 4 out of 13 collies seized by our local SPCA from Optometrist Dr. Elaine 

Kmiec.  We begged for the other 9 but were told 
they were put to sleep due to their beyond help 
conditions.  Again in 2007 we were contacted for 
a 2nd cruelty surrender by the SPCA by the same 
Kmiec. This time getting 34 dogs. With each 
group of dogs, we faced emaciation, internal par-
asites, fl eas, severe demodex, Heartworm posi-
tive, some pyometra, one dogs ear was whacked 
off, eyes with entropion requiring surgeries.  For 
years I made attempts to follow up with animal 
cruelty investigators but was told that due to 
her unrestricted, unincorporated property she 
continued to slip under their radar without in-
spections. Finally, in 2014 I accompanied a young 
woman to Court who was suing Kmiec in getting 
her 3 dogs back after she learned she had sold 
them to Kmiec who used an Alias to hide her 
history of cruelty investigations. The Plaintiff was 

awarded the dogs, but Kmeic failed to turn them over as ordered and after several months of noncompliance Kmiec 
fi led Bankruptcy in order to avoid the Judges verdict.  On August 29, 2014, I appeared as an expert Witness in the 
Federal bankruptcy court where the evidence was reintroduced to a new Judge who required the Plaintiffs 3 dogs be 
returned. After seeing photos and Veterinarian notes for the 3 dogs in horrible condition the Judge asked if I was able 
to take the remaining 35 dogs she claimed to have.  I replied yes and the Judge asked that the dogs be removed that 
very day and awarded to HCR. I had about an hour to pull together a team to move in with US Marshalls to seize the 
dogs.  When we arrived with our 5 vehicles the news Media was already there as they had been following the trial from 
the courtroom. We started around 4:00pm and worked long past midnight. Climbing through all types of heavy debris 
we started to empty pen after pen to what seemed to be a labyrinth of dog runs.  We’d fi nd each pen fi lled with dogs 
sloshing around in their own waste. There were even sheds and buildings with no light or ventilation fi lled with dogs in 
even worse condition. Her dark garage was so gruesome we deemed it “The Dungeon”, fi nding what we thought was 
a dead dog barricaded and hidden at the very back.  He had been lying in his own waste. In the adjacent pens we found 
pregnant Penny with a severe wound on her side. The last pen was a very pregnant Bitsy who later had 13 puppies. 
Also with her were 2 pups with severe demodex and secondary skin infections. We had to carry every dog out under 
our arms to the vehicles since none knew how to walk on lead.  After several trips we knew we just didn’t have the 
manpower, so a horse trailer was offered by a neighbor which helped get the last batch to safety.

We offi cially named our operating site for the next several months “Camp Collie” the property of HCR adopter Sandy 
Scherer. Loads of collies continued to arrive well after 1:00am. Our Team was exhausted and ready to head home to 
wash off the stench of what these poor dogs had been living in for years. Our fi nal count that night was 97 collies.  On 
September 4, 2014, 19 More Collies were ordered into our care after it was learned she had been hiding them at her 
father’s residence to avoid being seized. This brought our count to 116. Our 1st of fi ve pregnant females delivered on 
August 31st delivering 13 puppies by the infamous Momma Bitsy.  Four more collies delivered puppies bringing the 
total count of Collies to 146. Then In June 2015 HCR received another Federal Court order mandating the removal 
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of 6 more dogs be removed from private horse 
stables where once again pictures and testimo-
ny established the level of cruelty and disregard 
for life by Kmiec. The Judge also awarded those 
collies to HCR and ordered an injunction which 
prohibited her from owning, keeping, or caring 
for any animals for a period of 2 years.

Our total count of Collies from Dr. Elaine Kmeic 
as of 2015 was 152.

Camp Collie:
Due to the Media coverage, by morning the 
news had gone National. So many kindhearted 
folks stepped up to help any way they could. 
Teams were formed that established housing, 
segregation of males and females in heat, feed-
ing and grooming for more dogs than any volun-
teer had ever seen.  Emotions were high seeing 

dogs in such poor condition. The outpour of our community was truly heartwarming to see so many come together for 
the love of the Collies. We set up a medical triage. Volunteers began lining up dogs for photographs, collars, assigning 
tags, microchips, Vet exam, Heartworm test, deworming, HW pills and vaccinations. It was magnifi cent teamwork by 
all and amazingly every dog was worked in that day.

Camp Collie volunteers kept cleaning, feeding, watering, walking, socializing, grooming the dogs as we began assigning 
dogs for fostering. Each weekend we saw the number of collies go down but there were still so many.  We reached to 
our Collie Rescue Foundation Affi liates who began making plans for the long trip to Texas.  Those groups were South-
west Collie Rescue, Rocky Mountain Collie & Sheltie Rescue, Collie Rescue of Greater Illinois, and Southland Collie 
Rescue.  Each Collie group that took dogs into their program received donor funding from Houston Collie Rescue to 
assist them with the balance of medical care.  Many Collie Rescue groups stepped up offering to take dogs however 
HCR was fortunate to have placed the balance of dogs into local foster care.

The Collie Club of America, their Members, The Collie Rescue Foundation, Collie Clubs and every single individual that 

MEMBERSHIP

We invite you to become a member!

Membership
Single Collie $25 | Pair of Collies Family $40

Serious Supporter $100 | Wild about Rescue $500
 Totally crazy over Rescue $1000

Send payment to: 
Karen Heuer 21315 Park Orchard Katy, TX 77450

Collie Rescue Foundation is a 501(c)3 corporation. 
Membership is tax deductible. 

- US Funds - Check/Money Order/Online at 
CRF - Support Us!

We LOVE our Affi liates! 
CRF Affi liates are found in almost every US State. 
Affi liates network, support, and help each other. 

If you would like to see your 
local collie rescue featured in 

our national newsletter, 
let me know!

mistygab@hotmail.com
Thanks for supporting 

Collie Rescue! 

-Editor
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sent contributions helped provide funds to jump-start Camp Collie and allowed us to maintain and care for so many 
Collies.

On March 13, 2015, Houston Collie Rescue was honored to receive “Award of Excellence” for our dedication & ser-
vice to the Collie by the Collie Club of America’s Quarter Century Collie Group.   We were honored to have been 
selected by such a prestigious Group of Collie Fanciers. This recognition was achieved by the efforts of so many kind, 
hardworking Volunteers, Foster Homes, Adopter and Contributors who gave so much of their time, heart & soul in 
helping so many collies start a new life.

On May 13, 2015, the Harris County Criminal Court 
submitted evidence documented by HCR witnesses 
and Vets to where probable cause was found by the 
Assistant District Attorney’s offi ce. Even though ev-
ery dog seized suffered neglect only 4 counts of ani-
mal cruelty were fi led against Kmiec. Those 4 cruelty 
charges led to her Felony animal cruelty where she 
pleaded guilty and placed on 2 years’ probation.

In 2017 I was able to have Dr. Elaine Kmiec banned 
from the AKC for life by submitting proof of her an-
imal cruelty convictions to the AKC legal dept. The 
AKC gazette formally published this announcement.

Kmiec still on probation continued to violate her court ordered injunction not to own, care for or possess any animals. 
We knew not to let our guard down due to her years of habitual hoarding. We learned once again she had been 
obtaining collies.

In June 2019 the FBI subpoenaed video of her moving collies out of a LaQuinta. HCR took in one of those collies she 
had abandoned at a Vets offi ce. Vet notes stated the dog was dirty underweight had alopecia/hair loss typical of being 
confi ned in a urine soiled crate. We learned Kmiec had purchased this collie from a breeder.

June 16, 2021, a Kmeic neighbor in her father’s neighborhood contacted our attorney that he had witnessed and fi lmed 
her walking various collies claiming they were her ser-
vice dogs. Most of the neighbors at Tomball and her 
father’s residence are familiar with her case due to 
past media coverage.

July 29, 2021, We were back in court to submit evi-
dence to prove she was in violation of her court order. 
Kmiec attorneys advised her to admit having the dogs 
m in an effort not to go to jail. The Judge ordered that 
the FBI offi cer and Probation offi cer go to Kmiec’s fa-
thers’ home to meet and evaluate the 3 dogs. Video 
was sent to me. There were 3 AOAC collies named 
Bandit, Zorro and Sabrina. The dogs wouldn’t even 
come out of their crates where they had been con-
fi ned for so long. Kmiec claimed they were her service 
dogs. The Judge ordered Kmiec to remove the dogs 
where she proceeded to place them in boarding.

January 20, 2023, I was contacted by yet another boarding facility familiar with Kimiec’s case. They said she boarded 
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two less than 1-year collies named Ojo and Caper not in good condition and 
needed baths. They sent me signed boarding contracts and video of Kmiec 
picking up the dogs proving they were in her possession.

March 24, 2023, a hearing for Kmiec was set by the US Attorney based on the 
evidence I provided in January from the boarding facility. I received communi-
cations that prior to the hearing Elaine Kmiec had applied to be released from 
early supervision but the US Attorney wanted her to be put in jail because of 
the evidence violating the conditions of her release. Her Attorney commu-
nicated that Kmiec couldn’t come to the scheduled court hearing as she had 
been hospitalized and had surgery for a brain aneurysm and was “near death”. 
The Judge granted her request not to appear. Two days later her attorney 
notifi ed all parties that on March 29, 2023, she had died.

April 25, 2023, the boarding facility that had Bandit, Zorro and Sabrina for 
over a year heard from the Kmiec cousin that she was deceased so with per-
mission she agreed to contact rescue for rehoming. I was overjoyed we fi nally 
had them and could start their new lives. Sabrina and Zorro have been ad-
opted into wonder homes, but Bandit had genetic severe hip issues requiring 
expensive surgeries which he is still healing from the 1st hip replacement.

But what about Caper and Ojo? The Kmiec family says the dogs were not at 
the Tomball or the father’s residence which Kmeic had also converted into an 
episode of hoarders. I began my search by calling every surrounding boarding 
facility trying to fi nd them in hopes she had placed them in yet another facility.

I want the Breeder who sold Ojo and Caper to Kmiec to know that these two 
sweet pups slowly suffered a horrible death. Apparently after removing them 
from the boarding facility in January, she hid them at her father’s trash fi lled, 
cluttered residence. On May 1, 2023 he Kmeic family notifi ed me of their 
gruesome discovery that the pups had been found dead in a bathroom they 
had fi nally made their way into. I can’t tell you what an emotional gut fi lled cry 
I had.

So, 10 years later we continue to share updates from adopters of the Tomball 
Kmiec collies. Some have passed by now while other are getting up there in 
age. All will agree that from a horrible beginning every day is now a precious 
moment.

This is the fi nal chapter and end to a very unfortunate era of Animal Cruelty in 
Tomball, Texas that we will never forget.

In case you’d like to visit news coverage and well-presented memoriam here 
are the links.:

https://www.click2houston.com/news/2015/06/09/optometrist-facing-ani-
mal-cruelty-charges-in-trouble-again/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WO8XLQJvWOo

NEW MEMBERS

Elizabeth McKenna
lisa-mckenna@hotmail.com 

Christine Copeland
christinemcopeland@gmail.com

Carol Doe
scdoe@roadrunner.com

CHF MEMORIALS

Mary Skardaz
In memory of Denice Gray 

Mary Jo Kookz
In memory of Denice Gray
John and Angela Skarda
In memory of Denice Gray

Deborah Luce
In memory of Denice Gray

Lonnie Gray
In memory of Denice Gray

Nancy Parsons
Graystone Collies

In memory of Denice Gray

****

Renee Millison
My dear friend Sharon Hoskinson 

Charlie and Jeanne Zeto
Donation

Corey Brady
Merry Christmas Maw Maw!

Janet Hitt
In memory of Joe Chisholm

Pictured: Denice Gray



SOUTHLAND COLLIE RESCUE - ILLINOIS 12

In 2022, Southland Collie Rescue faced a heart-wrenching situation when we received twelve of the 198 collies from the hoarding 
situation in Sherrard, Illinois. The rescue of these collies not only highlighted the dedication of collie rescue organizations around the 
country, but also shed light on the plight of all animals suffering from neglect and abuse.

The collies arrived at SCR’s Collie Haven facility in varying states of distress, with both physical and emotional scars from their 
previous environment. Some exhibited signs of their emotional suffering, others kept their feelings inside. However, despite their 
hardships, the resilience and spirit of these dogs shone through.

Upon arrival, the collies were met by their foster and future adoptive families. The stressful toll of the collie’s early life lingered, 
requiring patience, love, and understanding from their foster families. Most of the collies were timid and fearful, lacking socialization 
and trust in humans. However, with time and gentle encouragement, they began to open, revealing their sweet and gentle natures.
With SCR’s 12, the rehabilitation process involved a combination of structured training, socialization exercises, and plenty of 
affectionate interaction. Slowly but surely, the collies started to blossom, forming bonds with their caregivers, and learning to trust. 
Each small step – a wagging tail, a tentative sniff, or a playful romp – was celebrated as a triumphant milestone of resilience and de-
termination.

As the weeks turned into months, the collies transformed before the eyes of their fosters. Their once-fearful expressions were 
replaced with bright eyes and wiggling rearends, indicative of newfound confi dence and happiness. 

Through the dedication and unwavering commitment of Southland Collie Rescue, the twelve collies from the Sherrard hoarding 
situation were given a second chance at life. Their journey serves as a reminder of the importance of all rescue organizations in pro-
viding hope and redemption for animals in need.

Below are a few stories and pictures of some of Southland Collie Rescue’s Illinois 12 shared by their new families.

Dillon

Just two days after arriving in our home as a foster in September 2022, Dillon 
collapsed in the yard in critical condition. SCR spent nearly $10,000 in those fi rst few days 
on emergency abdominal surgery to remove a massive mystery tumor and save his life. 
The tumor turned out to be benign and Dillon came home and slowly healed. 

A fearful, skittish young boy, just nine months old, Dillon immediately bonded with 
our rescued racing greyhounds, Valiant and Dottie. Dillon followed his greyhounds 
everywhere. They helped him take his fi rst-ever walk down the street and eventu-
ally around the block. Dottie groomed Dillon’s beautiful face every day and taught 
him how to play. All three dogs slept in a pile those fi rst few months, as Dillon slow-
ly relaxed and stopped cowering and fl inching every time someone opened a win-
dow, picked up a box or made any unexpected move. We offi cially adopted him by 
Christmas.

This past January, Dillon turned 2. He loves all people, especially kids, and all 
creatures. He recently started therapy dog training classes and his teacher says he’s a 
natural. Watching him blossom has been a daily joy. -Donna Ware

Serena

Serena has become more confi dent but can still be a little shy with 
strangers.  With me, she is very affectionate and playful.  She is not comfortable 
in busy situations but can be very playful with familiar people and surroundings.  
She is good with cats and other dogs although small dogs can sometimes be 
intimidated by her size. -Shirley Abbott
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Gidget 

Beautiful Gidget is one of Southland Collie Rescues Illinois 12! When she came to 
us, she was one of the few confi dent collies. But she was still leery of who she 
could trust. She has blossomed into an absolute love bug who loves all humans! 
We are happy to say she’s being trained as a therapy assist dog. We knew we had 
to share that precious collie nose with the world! -Shauna Hoffman & Bert Grimm 

Mei Mei

I really don’t think Mei Mei could be any happier. Not long after we adopted 
her, I could tell how much she wanted to play. We tried repeatedly to teach her 
to play with toys, but it was never what she was looking for. After we adopted 
Django through SCR, she really blossomed. They play tug-of-war and chase 
pretty much every day. She always has such a big smile on her face, and keeps 
us laughing with her spunky, mischievous ways. I wish we knew how old she 
is. She does not like to go on long walks or hikes very much anymore. She will 
stop and lie down in the grass instead. So, we do lots of neighborhood walks, 
and play in the backyard to keep her active. We love her so very, very much 
and are extremely grateful to everyone who helped bring her safely into our 
lives.-Kelly Snelling

Olive

Olive, the gorgeous tri-colored smoothie, immediately stole our hearts and became 
a permanent member of our family.  She has two small, scruffy siblings who quickly 
showed her that there’s a clean yard to play in, soft, comfy beds and couches to lay 
on, and that fresh water and food will always be provided.  You can tell that Olive is so 
grateful to be loved and cared for.  She is sweet and gentle with small dogs as well as 
small children, displaying her true collie herding instincts.  She is very well-mannered.  

Olive came to us cautious of sudden noise and movement and very shy around people.  
She didn’t know how to sleep on something soft or play with toys.  She quickly became 
very loving to those who cared for her but still timid with the unknown.  While she is 
still very quiet, Olive also has a goofy, playful side as she loves to run and stretch her 
legs.  She enjoys playing with balls and loves to carry around soft hedgehog toys.  Her 
morning walks have become very important to her.  Olive amazes us daily as we wit-
ness her coming out of her shell.  She is recently becoming more comfortable around 
other people and greets those who visit at the door.  Her white-tipped tail now waves 
with confi dence. -Linda and Jeff Lundberg
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THE STORY OF GIDGET, TRI-STATE COLLIE RESCUE’S PDA PUPPY
As told by Holly Tschakert, foster Mama

“When I met Gidget at her fi rst appointment with the cardiologist, the 
fl uffy little puppy wasn’t strong enough for surgery, so we went home 
with medication to help strengthen her heart muscle and let her grow 
a little more. I imagined long days of holding the puppy in my lap, gently 
brushing her fur, but that wasn’t how Gidget’s convalescence pro-
ceeded. She was all puppy and instructions to “keep her calm” were 
tricky to follow. Entertainment included puzzle blankets and bowls, 
kongs, squeaky and crinkly toys, rides in the car and leash walks round 
and round the yard. She learned basic commands easily and loved 
repeating sit, down and stay endlessly, utterly delighted with herself 
every time. Training turned out to be a great way to tire her. Fortu-
nately, my two Collies were perfectly content to spend long hours just 
chilling near Gidget’s wire crate, which calmed her.

A month later, Gidget had surgery to close the hole between the chambers of her heart. Rather than a traditional open-
heart procedure, the surgeon inserted a device through a vein in her leg, and physically placed a plug into the heart 
to stop the leak. Following the operation, I was cautioned that her energy level would increase exponentially, and she 
would need to be kept on a combination of sedating medications while the implant hardened and her heart healed. She 
wasn’t allowed to climb the stairs for several weeks, so I carried her; not a problem at 18 lbs., but quickly becoming 
a challenge as she grew. Fortunately, she was medically released to engage in “moderate activities” as she sailed past 
the 30 lb. mark.

Having been cooped up for so many weeks, Gidget tired easily at fi rst. 
She napped frequently, but no longer needed sedative medication 
because she wore herself out exploring this big new world. It was nice 
to see more of her personality emerge. Freed to wander the yard off 
leash, Gidget began a long exploration of every stick, stone, leaf and 
clod of dirt and I had to follow her around for the fi rst couple weeks, 
picking various items out of her mouth. As spring arrived, one of her 
favorite activities became trotting around the yard, nose pointed 
straight upward, following the birds and making her best effort to fl y. I 
discovered that she has a knack for retrieving, something my 
Collies have no aptitude for. Now 45 pounds and 7 months old, Gidget 
is catching up on missed opportunities, playing with the neighbor 
children, wrestling with the other dogs, going to the park and taking 
long walks. In May, Gidget will return to her cardiologist for follow up 
tests to assess her heart function and continuing need for medication, 
but all signs are good that she’ll enjoy a long, healthy life.”

We waited to showcase Gidget as available to adopt until we knew 
she was healthy and ready for her forever family. We received a lot of 
interest in this little (well, not so little anymore!) bundle of joy but 
we have to be very particular in choosing a new family to ensure they 
are aware and prepared for any future medical challenges that could 
arise. Happy to report that Gidget has a very well qualifi ed candidate 
who has been approved to bring her home! Paws crossed for all that it 
works out and we have another happy tails to report!

Gidget’s surgery could not have been made possible without the generosity of the Collie Rescue Foundation due to 
the high cost of treating this serious condition. We are so grateful to CRF for assisting us in the journey of rescuing, 
restoring and rehoming Collies.



HOUSTON COLLIE RESCUE - BANDIT

“If you are lucky, a dog will come into your life, steal your heart, and change 
everything.” -Unknown 

Say ‘Howdy’ to Bandit! He now prefers to be called Bionic Bandit, and let me 
tell you why. Bandit is a 3 ½ year old Blue Merle Collie, who gives the best collie 
snuggles this side of the Mississippi. He is a beloved foster and a fan favorite of 
the Houston Collie Rescue community. 

Bandit has quite the history, so let us begin where all stories should, at the very 
beginning. Bandit was originally owned by Elanie Kmeic. Yes, I know you have 
bells going off. She is the lady convicted after the Tomball Seizure in 2014. She 
was court ordered to never own another living creature, but clearly that was 
not followed. It was discovered a little over 2 years ago that she had 3 collies 
in her possession, Bandit, and 2 others, Zorro (male) and Sabrina (female). She 
was ordered at that time to give up ownership of the animals. She did not par-
ticularly follow that order, and instead, put these 3 collies into boarding at a facility in Tomball. These sweet collies lived in boarding 
for over a year. A little over a year ago, Elaine passed away unexpectedly. At that time, the boarding facility reached out to rescue 
about the 3 collies that now had no owners. When Vickey learned of their situation, she immediately put her volunteers into action 
to go pick up those precious collies. 

Once Bandit was in the care of Houston Collie Rescue (HCR), it was determined that he needed his vaccines updated and to be 
neutered. After these things were completed, Zorro and Sabrina were happily adopted, but shy Bandit needed a little more time in 
his foster home. It was in early June of 2023, that his foster mom noticed that he favored one side more than the other when walking, 
and was not as willing to jump in and play with the other resident collies. She also noticed that he would not jump up on the couch 
or a bed unless a rug was laid down for him. His foster mom took him to the vet to see what was going on. At this time, they did a 
physical exam and said that he likely just needed to gain weight and muscle mass. Nothing changed for this sweet boy and he went 
to a different HCR foster to be watched while they went out of town. During this time, we (his current foster family), noticed that 
something was still not right with this boy. He wanted to play and run so bad, but he just couldn’t do it. There had to be something 
more going on with him. We took Bandit to Crossroads Animal Clinic, who also works with HCR. We asked them to do X-Rays so 
that we could have a better idea of what was going on inside of this precious boy. It was here that we got the gut wrenching news 
that sweet Bandit had quite a bit going on. Kelly McIntyre, DVM, diagnosed him with severe hip dysplasia, and partial subluxation 
(dislocation) on the right side, and his left side was deteriorating as well. It was determined that because of his age and that both hips 
were affected, that this was likely a bad hand of genetics had been dealt to Bandit. Dr. McIntyre recommended a total hip replace-
ment as the most effective solution for Bandit. 

In wanting only the best care for Bandit, we turned to Texas A&M, which is just a short trip from Bandit’s foster home. He was placed 
under the care of the Orthopedics Department at the Texas A&M Small Animal Hospital. 

On Bandit’s fi rst visit, they did a full work up. Physical exam, bloodwork, urine sample, a dermatology consult for his skin, and x-rays. 
When we met with Bandit’s doctor, Heath McAlexander, DVM, he told us that his initial diagnosis was correct and he gave up 2 
options for Bandit. Of course, only wanting the best, we went with what is considered the ‘gold standard’, a total hip replacement. 
This would give Bandit the best quality of life since he is so young. So, onward we went. I gave the approval for Bandit to begin 

Left to Right: (1) Bandit in recovery with his 4VM student at Texas A&M (2) Bandit striking a pose before his summer shave (3) Bandit with Nicole, 
his 4VM student (4) Bandit on a potty break post surgery
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pre-op testing. Sadly, on his fi rst visit he did not pass pre-op. He had a UTI…foster mom was shocked! He had never had an accident 
in the house. He also had some small red spots on his skin, so he did not pass his dermatology exam. Now, at this point you may be 
scratching your head, wondering, why a dermatology exam. A hip replacement is a huge undertaking, before, during and after. If his 
skin was already infected, then the likelihood of is incision, or even the replacement itself getting infected, are too high to risk surgery. 
So, we went home with antibiotics and shampoo for baths two times a week. Then, we were to report back in two months. 

I do not think I need to tell you about bathing, drying and brushing a collie. It takes forever, and did I mention that Bandit had a 
massively thick coat?  Also take into account 4 other dogs and a 2 year old toddler. I had a mini melt down. I reached out to the 
Ortho Dept. with my issue, and they advised that Bandit could have a summer cut or lion’s cut. Off we went to Crossroads. They 
have Bandit a beautiful summer cut and one of his weekly baths for me! Boy oh boy did that boy have lots of hair! 

We headed back to A&M on November 29th. It was the same procedure as last time. They would re-check x-rays, physical exams, 
etc.. This time, my sweet boy passed with fl ying colors! I saw him before going home and smothered him with tons of kisses and 
treats. I told him he was the bravest collie that I had met, and before he knew it, he would be chasing the squirrels with Bella. 

On November 30th, Bandit underwent a total hip replacement on the right side. Dr. McAlexander reported that he did fantastically 
during the long surgery, and everything went as planned with no surprises. He recovered from being under anesthesia uneventfully.  
They wanted him to walk that night on it, but being the stubborn collie that he is, he would not. They were okay with that as long as 
he walked the next morning. Bandit had quite the parade of future Aggie Vets (4VM students) that came to visit him while he was in 
the hospital. You could say that this handsome fella has quite the fan club! It is because he is a collie, maybe, or is it because he gives 
the best snuggles and kisses, 100%! On Friday morning, he got up and was walking with the aide of a sling. Yay! Dr. McAlexander was 
very impressed with how well he was doing. Bandit was given the goal to check out on Saturday morning! 
Bandit fi nally came home on Saturday, and he began what I believe to be the hardest part of this for him. 12 weeks of pure crate rest. 
We had a strict schedule to follow with how much time he was allowed out to go potty and for a brief walk. For the fi rst 4 weeks, he 
was allowed just a few potty breaks…outside quick & right back in. Bandit’s fan club made sure that he had plenty of bones to chew 
and treats to entice him back into his crate, which had a soft bed and blankies for him. He also had to be in a cone, wait, a satellite 
dish, for 14 days. I have never seen a cone this size, ever. 

We counted down those 14 days, and Dr. McIntyre did a home visit do give him the all clear for no more cone! We were all so 
excited! Crate rest after this was so much easier and he did not mind being in his comfy crate house at all. Bandit was on cameras 
24/7 after surgery. If home, he was on a baby monitor and if we were away, we had a wi-fi  camera hooked up to him so that we 
could watch him. When I had to go back to work, we hired a retired vet tech friend to come at lunch time to give Bandit one of his 
potty breaks and walks. He loved these. It was one-on-one time that he soaked up every minute of before it was back into his crate. 

We went back to A&M for his 6-week post op follow-up. He passed with fl ying colors, and they were very impressed with how well 
he was doing. We were told to keep following his recovery schedule, pain medication, and light sedation medication to help keep 
him from getting upset or too excited in his crate. At this point, we noticed that being in his crate was taking a toll on sweet Bandit’s 
little heart. He loves his humans, and is always near them…under the table, on the couch, or in the bed. We knew that we needed to 
do something to help lift his spirits. We got permission for him to get on the bed with foster mom, on a leash, and had to lay down, 
and then take him off. You would have thought that he hit the jackpot! Bandit picked up on this new routine quick, and every night at 
about 8pm, he would begin to whine for his nightly snuggle time. 

Left to Right: (1) Bandit enjoying TV & nightly cuddle time (2) Bandit’s nurse tucking him in bed for the night  (3) Bandit & his nurse before surgery  
(4) Bandit with Kathleen 4VM, surgery & recovery student



CONTINUED: HOUSTON COLLIE RESCUE - BANDIT

Week 6 to Week 12, boy what a ride! Bandit is an excellent leash walker and will potty on a leash now! He is just the best boy. We 
continued nightly snuggles, treats, and a good blanket out of the dyer to spoil this boy.  At Week 12, we went in for his fi nal post-op 
appointment. Bandit received a great report again. They were very pleased with his progress. We were sent home with instructions 
to keep up his daily walks, and that he did not have to be in his crate 24/7, but was allowed out as long as he was calm. 

After a month of being calm, and lots of ‘No Bandit, the doctor says you can’t do that yet!’ This kid was ready to play & run! He was 
in a little bit of shock when we did not follow him outside and let him chase the squirrels. He kept turning around and looking for 
someone to be yelling, “NO!” 

Bandit is truly living his best life now thanks to so many people! He has play time with his human sister, and he enjoys patrolling the 
backyard for squirrels with Bella. He loves a good zoomie session as well. Bandit still loves to snuggle, and sleeps with his humans. 
He is never too far away from the resident toddler and her food. He enjoys story time at night with her as well. He is doing all the 
things and enjoying all the things that a good collie boy should be. 

Bandit wishes to thank Dr. McIntrye for a correct diagnosis & continued care, Dr. McAlexander for doing his surgery & continued 
care, all of the 4VM students for loving on him, HCR for making sure he got the best care & CRF for helping to make it fi nancially 
possible for him. 

Bandit will be offi cially adopted after his 1-year follow-up by his current foster family. We want to ensure that his left hip is still stable 
and has not deteriorated any further. 

Left to Right: (1) Bandit with his favorite human 12 weeks after surgery  (2) Bandit walking in before surgery  (3) Bandit in recovery

Left to Right: (1) Bandit enjoying a treat on a potty break  (2) Bandit with some of his fan club, Ali, Maddy & Devin (all 4VM students) 



2024 COLLIE CLUB OF AMERICA NATIONAL SPECIALTY

Tales of the Road: A Journey, A Farewell and A Collie’s Cause
by Diane Troxell

Candi (Candyapple Collies) passed away a couple of years ago now.  She bred and co-
bred many champions, including CH. Candyapple Road Show. She was a past President and 
Board member of CRF for many years, until her health would not permit her to continue 
to serve.  It was her wish for her collection of art, books, and memorabilia to be donated 
to the Collie Rescue Foundation. The poignant journey these boxes of items have taken, 
from Candi’s home in Arizona to their destination at the fundraiser tables was not a simple 
process, but rather a labor of love that involved careful planning, coordination, and, above 
all, a heartfelt farewell to an old friend. 

It was a privilege to attend the prestigious Collie Club of America National Specialty Show in 
Peoria, not only to marvel at the beauty of the dogs but also because there is always so 
much more to learn about the breed and the 
community dedicated to it.  Stepping into the 
Civic Center – the conformation, obedience, and rally 
venue – one is immediately struck by the grandeur of 
the occasion. Grooming spaces and booths are set up, 
adorned with banners proudly displaying the names 
of various breeders and sponsors. The air is fi lled 
with the sound of barking dogs, the chatter of excited 

exhibitors and spectators, and the announcer’s voice in the background as he calls groups 
of dogs to the ready ring. Handlers paraded their impeccably groomed Collies around the 
ring, each dog exuding grace and confi dence.

Over at the Collie Rescue Foundation tables, volunteers Mary Jane Anderson (CRF 
Treasurer), Jeannie Driscoll, Sheri Harrington and I were hard at work unpacking box 
after box, imagining the memories and joy that must be woven into each of the handmade 
Collie-themed items, paintings, drawings and intricately crafted Collie fi gurines.  We 
marveled at the generosity of the Collie community as they perused the items up for grabs.  
After an intense bidding process, the signed and numbered Collie cookie jar by artist Carol 
Baynton Phelps won by Tim Bauder (Rosebank Collies) has by now taken its place in his 
trophy case. As the days progressed, the tables at the fundraiser began to empty as more and more attendees contributed to the 
cause. By the end of the event, over $9,000 was raised—a testament to the generosity and compassion of the Collie community.  

The Collie Club of America National Specialty Show was truly a memorable experience, fi lled with stunning 
Collies, dedicated breeders, and highly talented performance dogs. From the graceful conformation ring, where the 
beauty and structure of the breed were on display, to the dynamic performance events, where Collies demonstrated their 
agility, obedience, and intelligence, there was never a dull moment. Though Candi may no longer be physically present at the 
event, her spirit lives on in the generosity of her donation and the impact it will have on rescued Collies in need.

Thank you to all who contributed.

NOTE: To view results from the Show, see the following link to Collies Online: https://colliesonline.com/april2024/
cca-2024.php 

CRF GRANT APPLICATION

Collie Rescue Foundation 
is please to announce the 

2024 ONLINE CRF Grant Application
Click here to fi ll out the form:

https://collierescuefoundation.org/crf-grant-application/


