FOUNDATIO
(’41{?‘{&(7:{( 'f(ﬁ‘d:_lq l‘!’:_____.‘g‘)f_&'u £!_Jt¢fﬂnl.f b B b

L ONWR,

Volume 13 | Number 1 | Date: Spring 2023

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Hard to believe but spring is finally here. We at CRF continue to pay out many health care bills
for the hoarding dogs . Many of those dogs have already found new homes . We are so thankful
for all of you collie rescue groups and all you did for these dogs. It still boggles our minds how
effective you all were in helping these dogs. I want to remind all of our collie rescues that you CAN
still send us funding requests for health care on these dogs. This is what we are here for.

Meanwhile , all of our rescues are experiencing an increase of dogs and even puppies coming in to
rescue lately. What happened was , during covid, with so many people staying home , they began
to buy dogs. Unfortunately there was a huge increase in backyard and commercial collie breeding
to make a fast buck . However . the bottom has fallen out of that market , but many of those
people did not seem to think it would affect them, and they now found themselves stuck with
growing expensive dogs who were not selling . So now rescue is cleaning up after them. | have
seen anywhere from 2-3 pups from a litter to entire litters turned over to rescue . Everyone saw
fewer collies coming into rescue during covid - shelters had the same thing happen. It saddens me
to see this , but thankfully our collie rescue groups have managed to handle all of this, and CRF
continues to be able to help with funding.

The good news is CRF had its auction/raffle tables at this year's Collie Club of America national
specialty in Ft Wayne. Our first in several years due to covid. CRF did well at its tables, adding
to the kitty to help collies. Next year our national show will be in Peoria, IL , and we plan to be
there again. Our thanks to those who assisted with our tables - could not have done it without

your help.

Enjoy the weather and hug those collies!
ALL COLLIES BELONG TO YOU AND ME. Vickie VonSeggern - CRF President
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SAVING SHERRARD COLLIES

By Sarah Rebernick, MWCR VP, Adoption Coordinator,
Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue

Late on a Friday evening in August of 2022 | had no idea what was in store for all of us when I answered a call from a strange
number on my cell phone, which is the emergency contact for MN W1 Collie Rescue’s rescue line. I was told that there was
a large number of collies in rural Mercer County lllinois about to be seized and was asked if our rescue would be able to
help. Of course | said yes and, realizing that this was an “all hands on deck’ situation, immediately alerted other collie rescues,
both locally and across the country, to the situation.

The next morning other MWCR volunteers and | drove to Sherrard and assisted in the effort to begin removing the dogs
from the property. Since the criminal case is still ongoing we won't be sharing information about the conditions there at
this time but I am looking forward to being able to write about that in the future once the legal process is concluded. The
collies there didn’t know it yet but waiting for them at the county facility were large kennels with clean bedding, ample
food and fresh, clean water - it was their first stop on the road to a new, wonderful life. Several collies that required imme-
diate medical care went straight to veterinary hospitals in the area while the rest were transported to the county’s facility.
For the next three days we held them as they were weighed, examined, vaccinated, etc, making sure each was cradled and
consoled in an effort to reduce their anxiety. Initial medical issues were identified and treatment plans were put in place for
almost 200 dogs.

Once their medical exams were completed it was time to do what we could to make them comfortable physically. Many
of the rough coated collies were so badly matted that they had to have their hindquarters, as well as their necks and bellies,
shaved so that they were able to lift their tails to defecate and move their heads and legs freely. The mats behind their ears
were so large and dense that you couldn’t cut through them, and the skin was engulfed to the point that they were nearly
impossible to remove with out damaging it. When we were shaving them the fur often came off in a pelt like a sheep’s and
some had infections and maggots festering underneath.
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CONTINUED: SAVING SHERRARD COLLIES

Over the next few weeks | was privileged to be able to assist with their care along with the many, many wonderful people &
organizations that came together to help with this overwhelming situation. If this had happened in a more urban setting,
like Minneapolis or Milwaukee, I know it would have been much more difficult to find a place for them and organize their
care, but the people of Aledo and the surrounding rural communities knew what had to be done to care for a large number
of animals and got right to work taking care of them. With their hard work all of the collies’ physical needs were met but,
equally as important, we made sure to focus on each collie’s psychological needs as well. At first they would cower and run
away when someone entered their enclosures but as volunteers spent time sitting with them, they became accustomed to
human contact. As people calmly brushed and petted them they began to relax and enjoy it until soon they would come
up to you and seek attention. Although some were slower to get over their shyness (and potentially will be for a long
time) after a couple weeks you were pretty likely to get mobbed by collies looking for pets and treats during feeding and
cleaning. They started wanting to play with you and anything you brought in with you - brooms, leashes, buckets, brushes,
hair ties, shoelaces - all became a source of interest and a potential toy. The transformation they made, in even their brief
time at the facility, was amazing.

After intake medical care was completed, collie rescues from states all across the Midwest, as well as California, Arizona,
the Carolinas, Colorado, Texas and Florida began arriving to transfer them into their programs for care. Although the trans-
ports for rescues farther away needed to be larger, the majority of MWCR's went in groups of 2 or 3 since we were closer
and they could go directly to individual foster homes. In the true spirit of rescue, many of our fosters asked to take collies
that needed help the most. Their heartwarming compassion allowed the ones at clinics under medical care as well as the
extremely frightened ones - shut down and hiding in corners - to quickly move to quiet, comfortable homes. Each time
representatives of a rescue came to pick up collies it was with the knowledge that this was a huge commitment of time,
effort, space and money. In addition to any other necessary medical treatments, over 200 collies needed to be spayed and
neutered and | know we are all grateful for the help of the Collie Rescue Foundation and other generous donors.

MWCR originally took in 34 collies but, after a few surprise litters, we ended up with what we affectionately call the Nifty
Fifty. Happily, each is now settled in their forever home with families of their own and all 200+ collies continue to be loved
and cared for in foster and forever homes across the country. MWCR and all of our other amazing collie rescues wouldn't
be able to help these (or any) collies if it wasn't for all our dedicated volunteers. As soon as we knew about the situation
everyone sprang into action to do whatever they could to help both on-site and off. From helping to remove the dogs,
cleaning kennels and caring for them, arranging transports, processing applications, doing home visits, organizing volunteers,
coordinating foster homes, answering emails, keeping up on all the paperwork, donating and fostering, it truly has been a
team effort and I am proud to be a part of such a caring and committed community.

MEMBERSHIP

We invite you to become a member! We LOVE our Affiliates!
CRF Affiliates are found in almost every US State.

Affiliates network, support, and help each other.

Membership
Single Collie $25 | Pair of Collies Family $40

Serious Supporter $100 | Wild about Rescue $500
Totally crazy over Rescue $1000

Send payment to:
Karen Heuer 21315 Park Orchard Katy, TX 77450

Collie Rescue Foundation is a 501(c)3 corporation.

Membership is tax deductible.
- US Funds - Check/Money Order/Online at
CRF - Support Us!

If you would like to see your
local collie rescue featured in
our national newsletter,
let me know!
mistygab@hotmail.com
Thanks for supporting
Collie Rescuel!

-Editor
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ILLINOIS COLLIE RESCUE

By Robert Corry
CRF Vice President, Affiliates
A Personal View

We watched in great concern as the lllinois Collie
Rescue unfolded on the CRF Board in August of
2022. The Board spent much time discussing and
executing the CRF response to the rescue. Being
veterans of the Tomball Texas Rescue in 2014, we
knew the difficulties and complexities of a large-
scale rescue. | didn’t know at the time, but one of
the lllinois collies would make it to our home in
Houston for fostering and eventually joining our
home.

Houston Collie Rescue was contacted in early September by Missy, the lllinois Animal
control officer, to see if they could accept some of the collies. HCR took and arranged
transportation for 19 collies to Houston. The collies arrived safely and were housed, vetted,
and cared for at the HCR kennel, Camp Collie. It was so reminiscent of the Tomball Rescue.
Most of the collies were young, scared, and unsocialized. My wife and I agreed to foster
one of the collies.

We were given an older collic we named Carmen.
She was estimated to be seven years old. Carmen
was one of the more social collies, and we specu-
late she may have initially seen more of a normal
life. Carmen was quiet but could easily be upset
by new things during the first couple weeks. She
did not like you to touch her. She was very happy
to be with our other collies and adjusted quick-
ly to their companionship. Rescues from large
hoarding situations usually are put at ease by oth-
er collies in a home and learn rapidly from them. Carmen loved being inside of our home
and out of the weather. A soft bed was pure luxury. Regular meals of high-quality food
made our home close to heaven for her. She loved the freedom to roam our fenced three
acres with the other collies. Even after multiple baths and professional grooming, her white
fur was stained, and her black fur was strongly sun-bleached.

| ARCS

In the next few months, Carmen’s personality Fgradually came out. She became much less
fearful and amazingly humorous. Carmen still flinched when you pet her head but did al-
low soft petting on her sides and back. After a couple months, you could see a quick smile
or two. She slept well at night and showed no fear of us. She loved our other collies and
was first out the door for our morning walks. I was surprised one morning when we were
out walking, Carmen initiated play by softly biting one of my gloves.

Carmen was one of the first lllinois collies to be
listed for adoption on the HCR site due to her
generally rapid socialization. Being older and not
as attractive as some of the other collies, there
was little interest in her. In mid-December Car-
men had been at our home for over three months.
She had really become another one of our collies.
Carmen was no problem and we decided to adopt
her. Carmen somehow knew we had adopted
her. Her smile was almost continuous. Her earlier
short bursts of play with us and the other dogs became endless. She started coming to me
after her nightly treat to put her face in the crook of my arm and grunt while I scratched
her back. She had learned most of the basic commands. Her white fur was white and most
of the sun-bleaching was gone. Carmen was home.




By Ewa Jankowski
Collie Rescue of Greater IL

Sebastian came to us from the 2022 hoarding situation in Sherrard IL. Both of his eyes were in terrible shape. He suffered from a severe
eye infection; a crusty layer covered most of his eyes and the vet wasn't sure if Sebastian had any vision at that point. It was hard to tell.
Sebastian started his treatment while with one of our foster homes who is also a veterinarian; he was in the best hands possible. After con-
tinuous antibiotics and eye drops Sebastian’s eye finally looked better. His foster mom was happy to report that Sebastian has vision. We
were thrilled! However, it was also discovered that poor Sebastian suffered from Entropion - a condition in which the eyelid rolls inward,
causing the eyelashes and surrounding hair to rub against the dog's sensitive cornea. Once his eye infection cleared up he needed surgery
to repair this condition and bring much needed relief. In the meantime, Sebastian has found a wonderful home (on a foster to adopt basis)
who was willing to take him through the surgery and recovery. We are truly grateful for that! At the end of December 2022, Sebastian
underwent a successful surgery and fully recovered under the watchful eye of his foster mom. Sebastian’s foster mom loved this boy the
moment she met him and, soon after his recovery, she officially adopted this sweet boy. Sebastian now lives in Michigan with another
smooth collie enjoying a quiet lifestyle which suits him perfectly.




“SIR REGINALD”

Southwest Collie and Sheltie Rescue

“Sir Reginald™ or “Reggie” came into Foster Care at our home on September 14, 2022. He is a rough coated, sable headed, white Collie
about 8 years old. When he first arrived he was so shy. He was terrified of large spaces, human attention and living inside a home. We took
our days and nights very slowly.

Reggie learned collar/ leash and harness walking first. Within a couple weeks he was a pro at our morning and afternoon walks, prancing
like only a Collie can. He learned to trust meals were on time and twice every day. He received baths and special skin care as he had lesions
on his face and neck. Reggie loved his one on one bath time, grooming and shoulder massages, thus learning he could trust me too. Human
touch could be a good thing! It took nearly six weeks before he would look us in the eye and squeak a little when he saw me.

Reggie was neutered and had a dentistry done while in my care. He learned to accept the controlled chaos in my home with five other fur
siblings of various ages and sizes. He especially loved to play with my Chihuahua mix breed dog.

Reggie loved to ride in my Jeep, going to the local feed store became a weekly occurrence for us. On Christmas Eve Day Reggie gifted me
by jumping up on me and giving me, my one and only huge kiss!

Reggie was honored by being selected as the dog featured on the Southwest Collie and Sheltie Rescue 2022 Christmas Ornament.

On January 14, 2023, four months after coming into foster care, Reggie was adopted by David and Celeste, a lovely couple with a Senior
Sheltie. He has found his forever home and is thriving!
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ALMOST HOME

By Linda Harmon

Many newsletter readers are already familiar with the serious hoarding situation discovered in August in Mercer County, Illinois. Some
198 collies had to be moved several miles from a hoarding site to a county truck maintenance facility that a team of volunteers and
officials turned into a temporary boarding facility. With only go hours to move the dogs, the team created kennels, troughs for food,
a triage center for vet care, a grooming station and more. Local volunteers and rescue representatives pitched in to care for the dogs
as legal proceedings played out. Dogs were then turned over in groups of about ten to collie rescue organizations across the country.

Here, Almost Home volunteers, who worked on location, share what they saw and felt and how they helped the 198 hungry, thirsty.
matted, unsocialized collies on the first leg of their journey to forever homes.

Two days into moving 198 collies into the county facility, Almost Home's Charles Tomes drove 6o minutes from lowa City to lend a hand.
“There were so many moving parts, it appeared to be chaotic,” he said.

But in reality, volunteers and county officials were reorganizing and adapting as more collies arrived. He says the small, rural county just
south of the Quad Cities had only one animal care officer and a number of deputies and city officials to help with the massive mobiliza-
tion. Charles observed that the group of volunteers and officials became an inventive team, creating the infrastructure to house the collies
before they were released to rescue organizations.

“The dogs had to be carried out of the hoarding location one by one because they didn't walk
on leashes,” he said. “For two solid hours, I helped the animal care officer just corral dogs and
move them into vehicles for transport. At the county facility, there was a medical clinic with
one or two veterinarians and ten vet techs. A tech could handle an animal about every 20 min-
utes, but with nearly 200 you see magnitude of this rescue.”

For the next four mornings before he went to his job as a computer consultant, Charles drove
from one Menard's store to another, purchasing chain link fencing panels and dropping them
off in Mercer County. He delivered more wood chips for bedding, which went faster than
food. He became a conduit for information to Almost Home leaders in Columbus and national
collie groups who were mobilizing donations of money and supplies.

Food donation orchestrated by
Theisens Davenport via the manufacturer.

Charles” wife, Cynthia, also worked at the site and helped the Mercer County shelter set up a PayPal account for donations and launch
Facebook posts.

“At one time in one place, we saw every single type of collie marking on the planet,” said Cynthia. “Blue merles, smooths, white dogs,
perfect tricolors, we saw a few all black with a few patches. Overall, it was such a sad situation.”

Later in August, Charles drove ten dogs to Michigan where another volunteer provided a kennel and care until they were ready for fos-
tering.

Overall, Charles and Cynthia were impressed by how the volunteers and officials in this small, rural county stepped up to meet the crisis.
“They just saw that there’s a job to do and they did it," he said. “These collies are young enough that hopefully they aren’t conditioned
permanently by their previous poor environment. They seemed to have a look in their eyes that said This is a better way.” They seemed
to be happy. and I think they are going to become beautiful pets.”

In Elkhart Lake, Wis., Mike and Heidi White are long-time adopters of dogs who are blind, deaf, ill, neglected and old enough for hospice
care. Heidi administers the adopters Facebook page for Almost Home. Knowing he could make a difference, Mike took five days off from

his assembly line job and drove five hours south to get to work on the unimaginable.

For four days, he shoveled fresh wood chips into kennels for bedding, but they were quickly soiled. The dogs weren't house trained. So
he shoveled more.

He learned that grooming meant shaving. Mats were the size of soda pop cans. By the third day, the volunteer groomers’ tools were dull.
And there were more dogs to go.

He watched thirsty dogs lap up clean water as if there would be no more. He saw hungry ones hide their food under wood chips or fight



over a communal bowl, until a volunteer came up with a “trough” concept. By splitting a PVC pipe lengthwise and zip-tying it to the
fencing, the dogs could eat separately from a long trough and volunteers could refill quickly. Now there was plenty of food for all, thanks
to generous donations throughout the Quad Cities community.

“I'was so impressed with the people,” Mike said. “One said he put 500 miles on his car hauling four dogs at a time from the hoarding site.
Another was a teacher who came in before school and sang to the dogs to calm them and socialize them. The vets closed their office and
with their techs worked well into the night. I saw a guy drive up in a trailer and tractor and unload 500 pounds of dog food. One woman
in old clothes and an older car handed a deputy $goo in cash. She said, ‘This is for the dogs. Whatever they need.” I 'wasn't so sure that
wasn't her last $90o.”

Mike also monitored visitors and kept the public and media at bay. That freed up volunteers to build more kennels and separate the intact
dogs into smaller, peaceful groups.

He stayed four days, sleeping at the nearest hotel he could find, another 45 minutes away.
Recalling the sweetness of the dogs and the roughness of their past, he fought emotion to talk about the heart-wrenching experience and
the collies “that really got to me."

“It tears you to pieces seeing how they responded to the simplest of things. For example, they couldn’t get enough of the water. Trying
to get water into a bowl with four dogs lapping it up straight from the garden hose, well, I'd never seen anything like that before,” he
explained.

“One was a female in heat. She had to be constantly moved because the boys paid too much attention,” he said. “She kept coming up to
me, so | got down on my knees and put her head on my shoulder and wrapped my arms around her. I told her that hugs were good and
that whatever had happened to her wasn't her fault. I tell all my foster dogs that. She backed out of the hug and then came back at me,
threw her paws over my shoulders and put her head on my shoulder. Whoever gets that collic is going to get one helluva a dog.”

To learn more about this rescue opCl‘ation in Mercer County:
https;//www.wqad.com/article/news/local/mercer-county-animal-shelter-thanks-community-outpouring-support/526-f7fb806a-8618-4d45-a505-85047fg2cds51

https,//www.kwqc.com/2022/08/17/prosecutors-seck-forfeiture-nearly-200-dogs-seized-mercer-county-home/

Mercer County picture of the dog named Selleck.




TRI-STATE COLLIE RESCUE

by Jill Frederickson
Vice President/Transport Director
[llinois 10 Rescue Collies

In August, 2022 Tri-State Collie Rescue took in 10 Collies from the lllinois hoarding situation in Mercer County. lllinois. Never easy on any
rescue to take in that many dogs all at one time but this is what we do as a rescue. The Collies we took in received much needed baths,
nail trims and an assessment of condition before heading to their new foster homes. Given the ongoing court case, we were unable to do
anything more medically for them until given approval from the presiding judge.

The foster families were all faced with similar challenges when it came to welcoming their Collie into their home as these dogs had been
living outside in conditions of squalor. They were not provided food and water on a regular basis so the most basic of daily tasks like
cating and drinking from bowls had to be taught. All of our foster homes have other dog(s) that were integral in helping these Collies
decompress and learn how to be good Collic citizens. As they received very little positive human interaction while in the hoarding situ-
ation, the kindness of humans also had to be learned. Gaining their trust was crucial to the healing process and will most likely continue
for most of them in their adoptive families. We have been fortunate to have both patient fosters and adopters to give them the space, love
and understanding they need to heal.

When the owner of the Collies relinquished ownership after several months in our care, we were able to provide them with long overdue
spay/neuters and dentals. What shocked us the most was the poor condition of their teeth requiring dentals on Collies at the tender age
of 1 or 2. Broken, infected, and missing teeth was the norm...not just from neglect and inadequate nutrition but likely from trying to chew
their way out of their enclosures. Some may have lifelong challenges with their teeth and gums due to their neglect.

Once all medicals and dentals were complete, we were able to start the challen?ng process of finding appropriate forever homes for these
resilient Collies. One of our main requirements was a fenced in yard as most of them were still in considered flight risks due to their pasts.
Of course, patience was required to allow them to continue to heal and learn about life inside a home with caring and compassionate
humans. It took many months to find homes but so far, 8 have found their furever homes and are finally able to enjoy life the way this in-
credible breed was meant to do. The 2 we have remaining in our care are progressing well and we continue to search for their new families.

In their new adoptive homes, the Collies are progressing slowly and learning that humans can be good. Basic tasks learned, they are now
playing with toys, romping in clean yards and sleeping on cozy dog beds — maybe even a couch or human bed too! And most importantly,
they are leaving their tragic pasts behind and moving forward. We can trust the Collie breed to be resilient, loving and loyal and these 10
have been no different.despite their tragic journey.

We are always glateful for the generosny of the Collie Rescue Foundation to assist us in the rescue of so many Collies in need. The support
given to us is an asset that we cherish in our mission of Rescue, Restore and Rehome.

Marcus Before...

Marcus After..



MINNESOTA WISCONSIN COLLIE RESCUE

By Casey McGee, CBCC-KACTC,CSAT
Upward Hound Dog Training

In August 2022, dog 057 was scized along with almost 200 others from a property in rural lllinois that was, until its owner's arrest for
aggravated cruelty to animals, a large dog breeding kennel that sold Collies. The dogs had been living in squalor and many were ill, mal-
nourished and dehydrated, with parasites and mange.

The vet examining dog 057 described him as an adult male Collie weighing 36 pounds. His fur was severely matted with extensive fecal
soiling but he was otherwise healthy. Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue’s volunteers, who took him along with 35 other dogs from this
puppy mill seizure, dubbed him Quiver because he just cowered in the back of his kennel and trembled.

Nine weeks later, Finnegan became part of our family. In his amazing foster home he had gained 16 pounds, gotten healthy, started an-
ti-anxiety medications and begun to learn the ins and outs of living indoors. When | picked him up. I was happily surprised that he jumped
right in the car, but he instantly had diarrhea and shut down, hiding with his face shoved behind the dog food bag all the way home.

""'1 MW(CR chose us for Finney because he was one of the most fearful dogs in the group. As a dog
trainer | specialize in fear and aggr ession and we have Sammy, a resident dog who's friendly and
outgoing. Because of my training we were somewhat prepared to take in a semi-feral dog, but
our learning curve has been very steep.

| suspect that Finnegan's main experience of humans before rescue had been the occasional
watering and feeding, but otherwise being chased down, cornered and grabbed for some proce-
dure. That critical developmental period in the first 4 months of life - during which most puppies
are learning that humans, dogs, cars, bicycles, garbage trucks, and blow dryers, etc. are safe - was
long past. We couldn't get that time back, and we couldn’t undo what other humans had done.

Not that Finnegan can't develop positive fcelings toward some humans, or learn the skills he needs to be an indoor dog, but that road
would be slow and bumpy.

The first rule when dealing with a fearful dog is to let them call all the shots. You're probably familiar with this principle in helping human
trauma survivors. Child abuse or adult assault survivors have lived through something horrible that they had little to no control over, so
job #1 is putting as much control back in their hands as possible, and letting recovery unfold at their pace.

At home we had prepared a safe space for him in a bathroom with pee pads, toys, food and water and, most importantly, a place for him
to hide and feel safe inside a covered crate. All good ideas, right?! He wanted nothing to do with it immediately clawing and crying at the
baby gate. Instead, he wanted to follow us around the house, scurrying from dog bed to dog bed as if they were lily pads. Looking back,
| suspect he was actually following Sammy around. Finney had likely been surrounded by dogs all his life, and being isolated probably
petrified him more than we did.

Gone was our potty-training strategy. Even though he was extremely compliant on-leash (thankfully, so far he has opted for flecing and
freezing when he’s scared), every time we reached for him or tried to move him from place to place we lost ground. The next day he
would stay further away, run faster to avoid us, and give us less eye contact.

Finney's top 5 scary things:
1. Hands reaching for him
2. Leashes: on him, on the ground, in hands and on other dogs
3. Doorways and narrow areas like hallways when a person is nearby
4. Being stared at
5. Moving hands and things being tossed at him, even food or treats

Perhaps because of all the leashing up we were doing those first days, Finney pretty quickly
disappeared altogether into a covered crate upstairs. For a long time the only evidence we had
that he was alive was toys that would move around in the night. We even made a game of it for
a while, taking photos of toys before going to bed and comparing them to their morning loca-
tions. And, of course, he was toileting in our bedroom. Not at all our first choice, but we decid-
ed that we were playing a long game: teaching him that we would leave him in peace would, we
hoped. eventually build his comfort with us and be worth the tarp and pee pads.

And indeed it has. We have since avoided doing all the things on that list. The only exception
has been leashing him up for a home visit by our wonderful vet. She sedated him quickly so
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that he could be vaccinated, examined and groomed with the least amount of trauma, and it paid off: we seemed to have found the right combi-
nation of meds. Soon after, he started to feel safe enough to come out of his crate and explore, and every single day he took a small but significant
step.

We learned some fun new things about him.

1. He's part cave troll. One of his favorite pastimes is hoarding found objects in his crate. We've teased him that he'll have to hold a rummage
sale simply to fit more things. One day | made the mistake of leaving my phone on the floor only to discover it later by his crate, unscathed but
relocated.

2. He has approach-avoidance conflict, which is normal for dogs with this level of social fear. We knew about the avoidance part, but the ap-
proach part just filled our hearts. When we were relatively calm, he'd come settle near us. He'd sleep, eat a bully stick, tear up a toy, and sniff us
and Sammy.

The training so far has been subtle, and we emphasize his feeling safe over everything else. We don't reach for him, look at him directly, or ask
anything from him. Now 5 months in, progress has been made at Finney's speed. | remember thrilling to feel Finney's whiskers sniff my out-
stretched leg in the middle of the night. For a while the only photos we took of Finney were over our shoulders as he explored the house while
we were watching movies in the evening. Now he's usually found hanging out in whatever room we're in.

The tarp and pee pads are now gone and we've slowly migrated Finney's potty area downstairs to a
tiled bathroom. Lately he's even been using that less and less, voluntarily going outside with Sammy
to potty on a schedule.

He went from eating only when we were in another room, to beginning to eat as we were leaving, to
cating while we were sitting nearby, to now eating when we are moving nearby and speaking softly.

You can't hold a treat out to Finney, of course — see #1, #4 and #5 in the above list. So a few months
ago we tried a new game. At first Finney would eat a treat left on the ground if we were 20 feet away,
and over time that distance has closed. Lately, he's begun to reliably take
treats from a flat hand that's resting on the couch and the other day he
took a treat from a visiting friend. She wasn't looking at him or holding
out her hand, of course. That will come later.

Most thrilling of all, Finney has begun to ask for affection. All this time, we've been careful not to pet him even
though it's painful to keep our hands to ourselves at times. But we know that he's comfortable being close to us only
because he trusts us not to reach for him. That trust took months to build up, so we're careful to not jeopardize it
by breaking the unwritten contract and scratching his head, patting his back or even removing the mat behind his
car (I want to SO BADLY). All that self-restraint is beginning to pay off. In recent weeks he’s begun to lay his head
on our hands. When he does, we gently scratch him under his chin and cheeks. Lately we've been rubbing his face
and watching him close his eyes as if in relaxed bliss. We pause every 15 or 20 seconds to see if he wants more, being
careful to not overstay our welcome. And often he comes back for more.

Finnegan has begun to follow Sammy up onto the couch and bed with us. He'll pass close by us in hallways or sit very close by. It's like he's
testing it out: can | do X without being touched or grabbed? He's slowly learning hand targeting so that we can eventually progress to grooming.
And the thing that seems to bring him the most intense joy: playing with Sammy and his new friend Jax.

We're indebted in large and small ways to Debbie Jacobs with Fearful Dogs (fearfuldogs.com), and Kelly Lee with DogKind (dogkind.com) for their
compassion and expertise, to Dr. Smith at Countryside Vet in New Richmond for her patience and willingness to go the extra mile, and to the
Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue for their generosity and dedication.



